




















Budget Cuts Impacting Trail Grooming in Oregon 

 
The Oregon Snowmobile Association (OSSA) manages around 6,400 miles of trails in 
the state and our dedicated volunteers typically groom about 32,000 miles each year, 
but we’re facing significant changes ahead. The Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) has informed us that our budget will be cut by 30% for the upcoming season, 
and we will only be reimbursed for approximately 22,000 miles instead of the usual 
32,500 miles. In response, OSSA has instructed all grooming clubs in Oregon to reduce 
their grooming mileage by 30% and tighten their belts wherever possible on overhead 
costs. 

To minimize the impact on the trails you enjoy, club grooming chairmen across the 
State will take the following measures: 

 Prioritize:  reduce or eliminate grooming on the least popular trails while trying to 
keep the more popular trails groomed on a regular basis 

 Groom Wisely:  groom trails only when they are most in need. 
 Optimize Conditions: Grooming will only occur when conditions allow for the 

most effective use of our equipment. 
 Efficiency:  cut grooming program overhead costs wherever possible such as 

cat shed heating bills, optimize SPOT satellite tracking accounts, optimize Serius 
radio accounts, etc. 

At the end of each winter season, OSSA reports the total miles groomed to ODOT, 
which then allocates funding for the next year's operations. This funding is based on 
mileage groomed but cannot exceed 32,500 miles per season. The funds come from 
gas taxes collected by ODOT, which are intended for highway maintenance. Since 
snowmobiles don’t use highways, ODOT estimates the gas tax contributions from 
registered sleds in the State and that money is allocated to support the snowmobile 
program.  The snowmobile program had built up some reserves but, in recent years, 
reserves for the snowmobile program have dwindled and ODOT has indicated that 
projected income will not cover historical expenses. 

The existing formula for funding the snowmobile program has been in place for 
decades, and it has worked for decades, so let’s examine that formula and see what 
has changed to make it not work any longer.  Snowmobile registration fees in Oregon 
are only $10 per year and most, if not all, of this money is spent for the administration 
process of registering the sleds by ODOT.  Oregon’s snowmobile program sees very 
little of the registration fees but the State estimates that each registered snowmobile in 
the State purchases 170.76 gallons of gas per year and the State highway fuel tax on 
those gallons is $.40 per gallon.  So for every registered sled in Oregon, ODOT is 
instructed to spend 170.46  X  .40,  or a total of $68.30 per registered sled, on the 
State’s snowmobile program.   This fuel tax money provides the primary funding for our 
grooming program and while the fuel tax figures in this formula have remained mostly 
constant, the critical variable of the formula is the number of registered sleds in Oregon. 

The total number of sleds registered in Oregon has been declining for the past several 
years.  In 2018 the total number of snowmobiles registered in Oregon was 13,259 and 
that number has declined every year since, to the current  total of 10,790 in 2023  
nearly a 20% reduction in just 6 years.  New sleds are automatically registered with the 
DMV as they leave the showroom floor.   Annual sales of new sleds in the US reached a 
high in 1997-1998 of 160,000 and declined steadily until around 2010.   Since 2010, 
annual sales of new sleds in the US have been steady at around 60-65,000 each year.  
Oregon stats for new sales of sleds are unavailable but it is reasonable to assume that 
Oregon’s new snowmobile sales stats reflect the national trend.  This would suggest 
that registration of NEW snowmobiles in the State have remained steady for the last 14 
years and does not contribute to the decline in Oregon registrations. 

This raises questions about the renewal rate of snowmobile registrations and the 
number of unregistered sleds in use.  There are various reasons that might lead to an 
unregistered snowmobile;  a sled only operated on private land, a sled that sits in a 
garage all winter and is not actively used and a sled that is not in compliance.  While 
there is no way to determine how many unregistered snowmobiles are in Oregon, a 
Montana poll suggests that 65% of all sleds in that state are not registered, hinting that 
Oregon may face a similar issue.  Also at issue is the popular use of snowbikes as a 
replacement for snowmobiles.  The snow kit part of a snowbike does not require 
registration as it is not motorized.  However the motorcycle part of a snowbike does 
need to be registered but it is required to be registered as the same type of vehicle that 
it is titled as.  This means that a motorcycle that is titled for highway use or as an ATV 
can not be registered as a snowmobile.  However, any motorcycle can be registered as 
a snowmobile but as a snowmobile it would be illegal as a highway vehicle or an ATV 
for summer use when the snowbike kit has been removed and the wheels re-installed.  
Confusing?  Yes, it’s even confusing for the folks down at the DMV office.  

So what can be done to address our funding woes?   

1. Encourage Registration:  First and foremost is that we all register each and 
every one of our snowmobiles, even if it’s the old 2-Up boat anchor that only gets 
used once a year at the Candlelighter’s event.   

2. Snowbike Registration:   Riders that use a dedicated motorcycle for their snow 
kit can title and register their motorcycle as a snowmobile and renew that 
registration annually.   

3. Spread Awareness:  Educate fellow riders, and use a bit of peer pressure, on 
the important piece that snowmobile registration plays in the funding of our 
grooming program.  Every unregistered sled on our trail system is costing the trail 
grooming program almost $70 per year. 

4. Lobby for a Trail Fee:  Advocate for an additional fee that every user of a 
groomed trail would pay  including skiers, fat bike riders, dogsled teams, etc.   
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grooming program and while the fuel tax figures in this formula have remained mostly 
constant, the critical variable of the formula is the number of registered sleds in Oregon. 

The total number of sleds registered in Oregon has been declining for the past several 
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high in 1997-1998 of 160,000 and declined steadily until around 2010.   Since 2010, 
annual sales of new sleds in the US have been steady at around 60-65,000 each year.  
Oregon stats for new sales of sleds are unavailable but it is reasonable to assume that 
Oregon’s new snowmobile sales stats reflect the national trend.  This would suggest 
that registration of NEW snowmobiles in the State have remained steady for the last 14 
years and does not contribute to the decline in Oregon registrations. 

This raises questions about the renewal rate of snowmobile registrations and the 
number of unregistered sleds in use.  There are various reasons that might lead to an 
unregistered snowmobile;  a sled only operated on private land, a sled that sits in a 
garage all winter and is not actively used and a sled that is not in compliance.  While 
there is no way to determine how many unregistered snowmobiles are in Oregon, a 
Montana poll suggests that 65% of all sleds in that state are not registered, hinting that 
Oregon may face a similar issue.  Also at issue is the popular use of snowbikes as a 
replacement for snowmobiles.  The snow kit part of a snowbike does not require 
registration as it is not motorized.  However the motorcycle part of a snowbike does 
need to be registered but it is required to be registered as the same type of vehicle that 
it is titled as.  This means that a motorcycle that is titled for highway use or as an ATV 
can not be registered as a snowmobile.  However, any motorcycle can be registered as 
a snowmobile but as a snowmobile it would be illegal as a highway vehicle or an ATV 
for summer use when the snowbike kit has been removed and the wheels re-installed.  
Confusing?  Yes, it’s even confusing for the folks down at the DMV office.  

So what can be done to address our funding woes?   

1. Encourage Registration:  First and foremost is that we all register each and 
every one of our snowmobiles, even if it’s the old 2-Up boat anchor that only gets 
used once a year at the Candlelighter’s event.   

2. Snowbike Registration:   Riders that use a dedicated motorcycle for their snow 
kit can title and register their motorcycle as a snowmobile and renew that 
registration annually.   

3. Spread Awareness:  Educate fellow riders, and use a bit of peer pressure, on 
the important piece that snowmobile registration plays in the funding of our 
grooming program.  Every unregistered sled on our trail system is costing the trail 
grooming program almost $70 per year. 

4. Lobby for a Trail Fee:  Advocate for an additional fee that every user of a 
groomed trail would pay  including skiers, fat bike riders, dogsled teams, etc.   

5. Support Inclusion of Other Vehicles:  Push for allowing tracked side-by-sides 
on our groomed trails and ask for a similar gas tax share for their use on trails.   

6. Non-Resident Permits:  Propose a non-resident permit for our out-of-state 
visitors to use groomed snowmobile trails.   

7. Increase Registration Fees:  Consider raising Oregon’s annual registration fee,  
with the additional funds raised being dedicated to the grooming program.  
Currently, Oregon's annual registration fee stands at $10, significantly lower than 
fees in neighboring states.  Here are a few examples of how other states are 
supplementing the funding of their programs:   
 In Washington, registration fee is $50 per year and includes an annual 

snopark permit 
 In Idaho, registration fee for resident is $45 per year and $60 for non-resident 
 In California, registration fee for resident is $25 per year and $30 for non-

resident 
 In Montana, resident registration is a one time fee of  $60 plus a trail fee of 

$20 for residents and $35 for non-residents 
 Utah snowmobile registration is $22 for residents and $30 for non-residents 

We must work together to formulate a sustainable plan.  Now is the time for OSSA 
members to engage in discussions and share ideas with board members, either via 
email or at membership meetings. Together, we can find effective solutions to ensure 
the future of our trail grooming programs. 

Submitted by Jack Reynolds 
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www.dansmotorsports.com

  : 503-819-6126
    541-989-8221
 1-800-452-7396

ralphk@mcgg.net

Ralph Klock
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MT. HOOD POLARIS
27850 SE HWY 212    BORING, OR  97009

Tuesday - Friday 9am to 6pm / Saturday 9am to 5pm

503-663-3544

www.mthoodpolaris.com

41 Years in business. 
 Thanks for all your support, 

You have made us what we are today!

   BBB Rating A+

OSSA Dealer Of �e 
Year 2023-2024 Season







NEWS	
  FROM	
  THE	
  PANHANDLE.	
  .	
  .	
  .	
  
	
  
Merry	
  Christmas	
  and	
  Happy	
  New	
  Year!!	
  
	
  
We	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  few	
  snowmobilers	
  in	
  enjoying	
  the	
  snow.	
  	
  The	
  groomers	
  have	
  started,	
  and	
  things	
  
are	
  looking	
  good.	
  	
  Fish	
  Lake	
  has	
  9	
  ½	
  Feet	
  of	
  snow	
  as	
  of	
  the	
  20th.	
  	
  Schneider	
  Meadow	
  is	
  about	
  70	
  
inches.	
  	
  Town	
  doesn’t	
  have	
  much	
  snow,	
  but	
  it’s	
  piling	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  mountains.	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  have	
  paid	
  their	
  dues.	
  	
  Remember	
  you	
  can	
  pay	
  online	
  at	
  
oregonsnow.org.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  club	
  has	
  been	
  somewhat	
  active:	
  
***At	
  the	
  first	
  meeting	
  Whitey	
  Bloom	
  turned	
  over	
  the	
  reigns	
  to	
  Jake	
  Roe.	
  	
  Whitey	
  received	
  a	
  
nice	
  plaque	
  for	
  his	
  20	
  years	
  as	
  President.	
  	
  Many	
  of	
  you	
  know	
  Whitey	
  from	
  all	
  the	
  Poker	
  Runs.	
  	
  I	
  
have	
  attached	
  a	
  photo.	
  
	
  
***	
  In	
  October	
  we	
  picked	
  up	
  trash	
  on	
  Hwy	
  86	
  between	
  Halfway	
  and	
  Richland.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
***The	
  guys	
  went	
  up	
  and	
  cut	
  the	
  tree	
  for	
  the	
  City	
  and	
  set	
  it	
  up.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  put	
  the	
  “stars”	
  up	
  on	
  
the	
  telephone	
  poles.	
  	
  It	
  looks	
  like	
  we	
  will	
  have	
  to	
  do	
  battery	
  or	
  solar	
  next	
  year	
  as	
  Idaho	
  Power	
  is	
  
taking	
  out	
  the	
  outlets	
  on	
  the	
  poles.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
***Halfway	
  had	
  their	
  Light	
  Parade	
  and	
  Tree	
  lighting	
  on	
  Dec.	
  8.	
  	
  We	
  decorated	
  the	
  Sno-­‐Cat	
  and	
  
truck	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  parade,	
  handing	
  out	
  lots	
  of	
  candy.	
  I	
  have	
  included	
  a	
  picture.	
  	
  
We	
  decorated	
  pretty	
  good	
  for	
  our	
  first	
  year	
  and	
  already	
  have	
  plans	
  for	
  next	
  year.	
  
	
  
***The	
  “Are	
  You	
  Beeping”	
  stations	
  went	
  up	
  a	
  couple	
  weeks	
  ago.	
  	
  Duane	
  &	
  Jason	
  said	
  they	
  
won’t	
  fall	
  down.	
  
	
  
***Dec	
  15	
  was	
  our	
  annual	
  Christmas	
  Dinner.	
  	
  27	
  members	
  had	
  a	
  good	
  prime	
  rib	
  dinner	
  at	
  Sara’s	
  
Restaurant	
  in	
  Richland.	
  
	
  
The	
  POKER	
  RUN	
  &	
  RAFFLE	
  will	
  be	
  FEBRUARY	
  16TH,	
  2025.	
  	
  Get	
  your	
  reservations	
  and	
  plan	
  to	
  
attend.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  the	
  Halfway	
  Motel,	
  Pine	
  valley	
  Lodge,	
  Cornucopia	
  Lodge	
  and	
  many	
  Bed	
  &	
  
Breakfasts	
  (Airbnb’s).	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Submitted	
  by	
  Mary	
  Herold,	
  Secretary/Treasurer	
  
Panhandle	
  Snowmobile	
  club	
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Opening day 
a�er Christmas Dec 26th 

Until Mid March
Sno cat shuttles

Restaurant and Bar Hours
Friday 11am to 7pm

Sat 11am to 8pm
Sunday 11am to 5pm

Saturday night 
Our Famous Prime Rib

5pm to 8pm

Cocktail Bar 
Bloody Marys Hot Drinks

Snowmobile from the front door of your cabin

Paulina Lake Lodge
22440 Paulina Lake Road

La Pine, OR 97739
www.paulinalakelodge.com

541-536-2240
paulinalakelodge@outlook.com

We are Open to Mid-March for Winter Season

www.paulinalakelodge.com

Dec 31st 8am to 8pm Breakfast,Lunch and Dinner.





�e Snow is starting to fall and activi-
ties are ramping up on the mountain, 
Tollgate Trail�nders hosted two snow-
mobile safety classes the weekend of 
November 2-3 with 33 kids signed up. 

Kids of all ages had a good time learning 
about the operation of a snowmobile. 
A Big thank you goes out to OSSA 
Vice President Tj Reilly for putting on 
multiple classes around the state that 
weekend.
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Here are pictures from the meeting with Selina 
speaking on behalf of the Dog Sled Derby happening 
on the weekend of Feb. 28th. She brought in one of 
her sleds to show us. 

Cascade Motorsports had their trailer up at Dutch man �ats testing out the snow and new demos.

Moon Country Snowbusters Grooming Team







HOOD RIVER POWERSPORTS & MARINE
POST CANYON BIKES

$3,400 
Discount  
New Yamaha 
Moro E-Mnt 

Bike

While Supplies Last

$1,800 
Discount 
New Yamaha 

Crosscore 
E-Tourbike

While Supplies Last

New Sherco 
300SEF

$350
OFF

New RH Boats 
Pro-V16 with 

40HP

$3,000
Discount   

$2,500 
Discount  

New Yamaha 
Mountain Max 

Snowmobile

$2,000 
Discount   

While Supplies Last While Supplies Last

3,000 watt 
Generator

COUPON SPECIALS

THE GORGE’S BIGGEST 
TOY STORE

TRAILER

HOODRIVERPOWERSPORTS.COM | 541-386-2477
HOOD RIVER POWERSPORTS & MARINE    POST CANYON BIKES

V Watersports

V Post Canyon Bike  

V Full Service Bike Shop

V Sales Service

V Boat Re-Power

V Fishing
Check out our Website!

3335 Cascade Ave. • Hood River

While Supplies LastWhile Supplies Last
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4.9 ON GOOGLE

160+ REVIEWS

500+ VEHICLES SOLD

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
EST. 2023

WEƀLL GET YOU THE MOST MONEY
FOR YOUR VEHICLE GUARANTEED!

Free Instant Cash Offer

72-hour Live Auction

Fast, safe, and secure

Only pay if it sells

ÒHyy Ü®B!Ă

ɲȲȵȯɳ ȶȰȷɺȶȳȱȳ
ĭđƟƦƂŭǏĹɡĭƂŶ
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Gordon Scott <corporate.graphics.printing@gmail.com>

Harney county
1 message

Gordon Scott <corporate.graphics.printing@gmail.com> Mon, Oct 21, 2024 at 4:52 PM
To: Gordon Scott <corporate.graphics.printing@gmail.com>

--

  Gordon Scott

êCorporate Graphics & Printing LLC
  (503)-936-9592 customer service

Commercial Business Graphics & Printing for Industry and Office.  
Providing Excellence and Customer Service.
PUBLISHER, OREGON STATE SNOWMOBILE ASSOCIATION NEWS

  for the last 35 years

  P.O. box 16964, 
  Portland, Oregon 97292

Å corporate.graphics.printing@gmail.com Å
Å www.twitter.com/printingpal Å
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Learn about the importance of trails for Oregon 
residents, the state’s economy, and public health 
by reading the latest -
“Oregon Trails: 2025-29 SCORP Summary Report”
https://tinyurl.com/ORTrails

Join us for a workshop to discuss our survey results and shape next steps for the 
Oregon Trails Plan:
January 8, 2025, 10:00 a.m. - noon
Metro Quarterly Trails Forum
Online or in-person in Portland, OR

For questions about this survey and/or the Trails Plan update, 
please contact:
Jessica Horning, 
OPRD Statewide Trails Planner at:
Jessica.r.horning@oprd.oregon.gov

�ank you for your important work supporting Oregon’s trail network.

Welcome to winter
Many hours of hard work have been put in to getting the trails in 
the Tollgate area ready for winter. A big thank you goes out to the 
group that headed up submitting a grant to replace and update 
directional signage on the trails. Many posts and signs have been 
replaced. Also, a big thank you goes out to Grooming Chairman 
Jess �ompson and the crew from Blue Mountain Excavation, for 
putting in a long cold week brushing on 6403 and 6411. �is work 
�nished up Nov 16. �e Tollgate area was fortunate that there was 
not very much �re damage in the riding area. Our sympathy goes 
out to the clubs that were heavily e�ected by the �res. Lets all hope 
for a heavy snow year to help lower the risk of �res next year.

All �is work, along with this summer’s wood cutting and restock-
ing, have the mountain ready to ride, please take a moment to re-
new your membership if you haven’t yet and encourage others to do 
so also. Oregon State Snowmobile Association has had a dramatic cut 
in dedicated funding since last year and your membership is more 
vital than ever before. Membership funds help bring you the web 
cam and weather station, a club house and two warming shelters, two 
snow cats for grooming trails and keeping access open to snow parks 
and trail highway crossings.  Did you know that all trail grooming in 
Oregon is done by volunteer snow cat operators?
If you bene�t from many hours of hard work donated by others, 
please say thank you by joining the Tollgate Trail�nders. Club 
membership is open to everyone including cabin owners, Nordic 
skiers, snow shoers, snow campers, sledders, snowbikers, and 
snowmobilers.

Become a Member - membership numbers are more important 
now than ever with every OSSA snowmobile club in the State 
dealing with a 30% cut in funding. Please encourage everyone that 
rides, to join a club. Membership helps fund brushing, warming-
shelters and �rewood, grooming, weather station and camera, 
and kids safety classes. We are getting a few more membership 
renewals coming in, but we are still down 40% from the end of the 
season last year.







 
 

Documenting the New Sign information and Checking Proofs from the 
Printer 

8-30-2024 – Twenty-six (26) Junction Signs Sent To the Printer TODAY! The first 
batch is a major accomplishment. We have paid the junction sign deposit as well as 
the past bill for Stay On Trail standard signs. 

And we have purchased special poles and a ladder. We have many poles in good 
condition and others totally broken, fallen, or missing. Our goal is to make as much 
of the trail signage brand new at the same time. 

We have purchased the posts, PVC pipe, etc for the install. Signs are being made 

 

9-15-24 – All told Bob, Shane, and I have spent about 80 hours collecting info on 
the 200+ miles of signs, designing missing or new junction signs, checking 
mileage and location names, and proofing what the printers are to order. I have one 
more proof round and then they will all go to the press. 

 
 

 

 

 

10-26-2024    11 snowmobile club members met last Saturday at Tollgate to work 
on areas in our trail system where the sign poles needed replacement or repair.  We 
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broke into two teams and one set of pick-up trucks went north and the other group 
went south heavily burdened with our new poles.   
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Replacing a short pole on 31 Road -we get more snow than that!
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A ski lift ticket for one person for one day is $100 or more.  
Say “Thank you” to our volunteers by joining your local club today. 

It’s only $60 per year or less for your entire family.https://oregonsnow.org/clubs/

OSSA Membership
Become a general member online today at http://
oregonsnow.org/about/  Please also consider 
joining your local club to further help support 
our sport.  (�is is only for OSSA membership.  
Most club memberships automatically include 
a membership in OSSA. Be sure to check with 
your local club.  Many of our members have 
memberships in several clubs.  If you are a mem-
ber of multiple clubs your would only pay OSSA 
dues one time.)

Use the online form at  http://oregonsnow.org/
about/to join OSSA only.  

If you wish to join a local club, please contact 
your local club directly.  Local club member-
ship automatically includes a membership 
in OSSA.  �ank you for your support!

Note: Many powersports dealers give discounts 
to OSSA Club members.
Some attributes of club membership include :
*   Cooperative enjoyment in club activities, 
      rides and play days.

*  Assistance through club membership in 
      formalizing legislation for snowmobiles.

*   Learning new areas to ride and familiarity   
       with areas through joint rides.

*   Strength in state organization through local 
       club organization and input.

*   Opportunity to gain knowledge of 
      snowmobiling through club meeting speakers.

*   Obtaining a feeling of “Belonging” 
       a common bond experience.

*   Meet new people and make new friends.

*   Promote and understand safe snowmobiling.

*   To protect and preserve the rights and 
      freedoms to enjoy the sport of snowmobiling.

*   To help preserve and promote our natural   
       resources.

*   Assist in search and rescue missions.

*   �e ability to enjoy snowmobiling activities as 
     a family and at a price reasonable for doing so.

*   Helping provide a trail groomer.

*   Helping to discourage bad snowmobiling 
     practices.

*   Assistance in formulating and conducting 
     youth driver education clinics.

*   Promote sanitation and non-littering in all 
     areas used for snowmobiling.

*   Serve as a catalyst in service to state and federal 
     agencies in providing new snowmobiling trails 
     and parking facilities.

*   Club membership brings recognition to the
     member from both state and federal agencies 	
     and prestige in that recognition.

Our Volunteers spend hundreds of hours taking care of and grooming snowmobile trails.

DON’T MISS A SINGLE EVENT, RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!



OSSA Officers
& Directors

Visit
www.OregonSnow.org

OregonSnow.org 
is Oregon State Snowmobile Association’s 

Official Website.

https://www.oregonsnow.org/
become-a-member/

Become a Member - 
Oregon State Snowmobile 

Association (oregonsnow.org)
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Two Rivers Activity Club
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Oregon State Snowmobile
Association

�e Oregon State Snowmobile Association is a non-pro�t organization formed in 1972 by a small group 

of snowmobilersworking to �nd a way to provide a groomed statewide trail system and to assure con-

tinued access to our public lands.We are currently an organization with twenty-�ve member clubs and a 

trail system of 6,410 miles of multi-usesnowmobile trails. We promote safe and responsible snowmobil-

ing, represent snowmobilers as an organized group and promote proper recreational use of our land by 

working together with the Forest Service, BLM and other land managers to develop and maintain a qual-

ity trail system and winter recreation opportunities. Our mission, brie�y stated, is to protect, promote 

and enhance the family sport of snowmobiling.

Our Mission
Our mission is to protect and enhance the sport of snowmobiling. We work closely with the Forest Ser-

vice and BLM to keep areas open, resolve con�icts, and to provide the quality snowmobiling the Oregon 

is famous for. We work with local, state, and federal legislators to protect the rights of all snowmobilers. 

We �ght any damaging legislation, and we support legislation that helps our sport. We coordinate with 

industry, national and international snowmobile groups to share knowledge, provide mutual support, 

and protect the sport we all love so dearly.

***** Snowmobilers Leave No Trace *****

99www.OREGONSNOW.ORG     I      Snowmobilers Leave No Trace


