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OSSA Groomer Volunteers devote so much of 

their t ime and energy to providing smooth 

snowmobile trails for all to enjoy. Thank You!
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OSSA Awards
To submit a nomination for the OSSA Awards, 

please complete the respective form and 
submit it to the OSSA o�ce.

https://www.oregonsnow.org/awards/

All forms must be received at the OSSA office 

by December 1st of the year of nomination.   

Harney County Snowmobile Club 

Got a new cat!

Lisa Burt, OSSA Executive Assistant & 

Dennis Jordan, OSSA President

CHECK OUT OUR 
NEW AVALANCHE 
SAFETY PAGE!
https://www.oregonsnow.org/avalanche-safety/

OSSA has been working with the National 

Avalanche Center to create a system that you 

can use when riding in popular non-forecasted 

areas of Oregon. 

�is year, OSSA will be hosting a website that 

will provide a focused forecast page as well 

as an observation page. �is will give you the 

most current snow conditions. �e goal is to 

generate an observation every time you ride. 

Once the observation page is live, you will be 

able to submit an observation.

�e Bridger-Teton Avalanche Center has cre-

ated a page for snowmobilers and back country 

skiers to submit observations. �is is what our 

observation will look like.

https://bridgertetonavalanchecenter.org/
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With the �rst snow of the year falling on October 9, we are getting some encouraging vibes 
from Mother Nature, and a hint of perhaps a good snowfall this year.

�e CC Riders have been working on the groomer, getting it shined up and ready for some 
hard workchanging snow�akes to corduroy.

We also have been doing some trail work, cutting and marking trail. I guess our club is no 
di�erent fromwhat I’m hearing from other clubs. �at is, we are having a serious shortage of 
volunteers. It is understandable that young members with kids in sports, etc have a hard time 
working time into a busy weekend to come and cut some trees. But us older, retired folks 

aren’t going to be able to do this someday, then what will happen to the trails ?

So you new, younger members think about really trying to volunteer just a little of your time 
next time a trail cleanup is scheduled. It’s just fresh air and exercise. My old Dad used to say 
Many hands make light work.

We look forward to seeing everyone at our �rst meeting in November, or any future meet-
ings. Potluck at6. Meeting at 7 the �rst Wednesday of the month.

Here’s to a good year everyone!

Shirley Wampler
Secretary Cascade Connection

Happy Fall 
Everyone! 







3500 N. Hwy 97, Bend, OR 97703     541-283-1633
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  Poker	
  Run	
  
January	
  13th,	
  	
  2024	
  

	
  
$1500	
  GUARANTEED	
  PURSE	
  
$50	
  lucky	
  winner	
  @	
  each	
  stop	
  

HANDS are $5 each  
 SOLD Friday at Outlaw Motor Sports 8am-5:30pm  SOLD - 

Saturday at Salt Creek Parking Lot at 8am-11am                     
          

Run Begins at 9am at Salt Creek Summit Snow Park    
 

Hands returned by 5:30pm at Salt Creek Parking Lot               
50/50 Raffle and hand winners at Parking lot 6:30ish 

 
 

Questions call Outlaw Motor Sports 541-426-3491 
or Lorien James 208-310-1727 
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Snowmobile Avalanche

Rescue Course
Feb. 6th 2024
8am - 5pm

Location:  Ten-Mile Sno-Park
LA Pine, Oregon

Instructor: 

Mike Du�y Avalanche1.com

e So THANKFUL 
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Hurry!
Before they are all filled up!

Motorized AIARE Level 2 Course - January 13th, 14th @ Halfway, OR
 -AIARE 2 Motorized January 13-14, 2024 Halfway

 – Wallowa Avalanche Center Store

Motorized AIARE Companion Rescue Course - January 19th @ Catherine Creek
 - AIARE Motorized Rescue Course January 19,2024 Catherine Creek

 – Wallowa Avalanche Center Store

Motorized AIARE Level 1 Course - January 20th, 21st @Catherine Creek
- AIARE Motorized Level 1 Avalanche Course Catherine Creek Jan 20-21, 2024 

- Wallowa Avalanche CenterStore

Thanks for your support of the WAC!

www.wallowaavalanchcenter.org
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PROUD TO BE 

YOUR TRAIL GROOMING 

PARTNER IN OREGON

REACH OUT TO YOUR LOCAL SALES REP

Don Summers 
don.summers@prinoth.com
(541) 508-9241

SCAN THIS CODE

TO LEARN MORE!

Scan for a FREE Instant
Pricing Valuation on

Your Vehicle!

START A DEALERSHIP 

BIDDING WAR
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The Eagle Cap Extreme Sled Dog Race (ECX) is looking for experienced snowmobile 
operators to help support 200 miles of remote trail in Northeast Oregon. ECX is part of 
the Rocky Mountain Triple Crown and a qualifier for the Iditarod and Yukon Quest. We 
operate a large remote checkpoint that provides food and shelter to volunteers during 
the race.   The race runs January 18-20, 2024 and starts near Joseph, Oregon.

Trail Boss: 
�e Trail Boss is considered a race o�cial and has responsibility for the overall marking and condition of the trail. �e Trail Boss coordinates 
with trail groomers during the race to ensure the race course is in suitable condition. Occasionally the trail boss will coordinate with the trail 
team to pack sections of trail with snowmobiles.  �e Trail Boss will join members of the trail team earlier during race week to mark the trail 
using an established method with mile markers, direction signs, and hazard signs. �e Trail Boss will have support from our Trail Boss emeritus 
who served in this position for over 10 years before retiring a�er ECX 2023. �e Trail Boss may recruit other riders, and/or work with returning 
volunteers. During the race, the Trail Boss will head the point team for the 200 mile race. �e Trail Boss coordinates multiple point and sweep 
teams to ensure a safe event. �e Trail Boss also works closely with the Race Marshal and the Ops Chief to ensure the highest level of safety on 
the trail.

Trail Team Member:
Trail Team members work with the Trail Boss on either point or sweep teams. Food and rest are provided at the Ollokot checkpoint which 
serves as a hub for several loops that comprise the 100 and 200 mile races. Trail Team members looking for a shorter commitment may consider 
volunteering for the 31 mile race that is run over 2 days and is about 6 hours on each day with the ability to return to town in between. 

Snowmobile Support:
Snowmobile support operators assist in setting up and tearing down the Ollokot Checkpoint. �e team travels about 2 hours from Joseph early 
January 17th and operators help shuttle personnel and equipment about 3-8 miles one way depending on the snow. On Saturday January 18th 
we have a need for operators to assist in the tear down, returning to town mid a�ernoon.

Volunteering for ECX is a rewarding experience! 
Many volunteers return year a�er year. If you have a snowmobile and would like to ride for a purpose, please consider helping ECX! We will 
provide fuel during the race and food for all volunteers on the course. All snowmobile operators must have a snowmobile suitable for riding on 
groomed trails that occasionally get dri�ed during storm events, and the ability to transport the snowmobile to the race start.  https://eagleca-
pextreme.com/

To register to volunteer: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOJrler8FY92RYNmZgD4tBOSQb__pgjVOOmlcncwhHqqx8Yg/viewform

Interested volunteers may also call/text Julian Pridmore-Brown 503-709-9109.

Eagle Cap Extreme
Sled Dog Race 
is looking for
snowmobile riders
January 18-20, 2024
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MJSC SAR Team completed certification on Nov 4-5, 2023 
from their Lead organization Linn County Sheriffs Office SAR
Eleven club members attended the course along with Linn County Parks Dept members and the Linn County Sheri� ’s 
Mounted Posse to either certify or recertify the Oregon Sheri� Type 4 Level Searcher requirement. Some new course 
material was updated by LSCO SAR like the trend is getting away from Search and more to Rescue due to the technogley 
with Cell Phone coverage and rescue noti�cation devices like SPOT, with known locations, it is now the speed to rescue 
someone in the Winter environment to save lives. �ere is now an annual requirement that all First Responders need to 
obtain which is the protection and transport of injured individuals for possible “Spine, Neck and Back” injuries. 

Another new item added to the education was the GAR (Green, Amber, Red) Card used to evaluate the ”risk” of a SAR 
team going out on a mission. Nobody wants to go out and rescue a SAR team member. 

�e MJSC SAR team priority of coverage is the Ray Benson Snow Park area near Hoodoo, but is available to assist any 
County Sheri� in the State if called upon. 

Article written by 
Bob Elliott MJSC SAR POC
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Ochoco Sports had a work day with many members 

contributing to a list of projects.
On the drive in to Walton Snow Park there was about an inch of snow; upon arrival, we broke o� into four work 
groups, each tasked with a project. �e projects included stocking �rewood in the warming shelter at Indian 
Prairie. Two cords of �rewood are waiting to keep you warm as soon as the snow arrives. Another group took on 
cleaning up a trail. Low hanging limbs, that take you o� your machine before you know what has happened, were 
removed. A third group replaced the windows in the Walton Snow Park warming shelter, thanks to a donation 
from Mt. Hood Polaris. 

�e talented mechanics of the club repacked the wheel bearings and replaced the drive sprockets on the snow 
cat. At the end of the day our district grooming representative and chair provided a barbeque lunch. If you come 
to ride in the Ochocos, the Club voted to use radio channel 22.4. 

Our next club meeting is at the Sandwich Factory in Prineville on Nov 30th at 6:00pm.
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NEWS FROM 
THE PANHANDLE 
SNOWMOBILE CLUB

With winter in the air, we are gearing up for the upcoming 
season. Our meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday of each month 
with a potluck at 6:30 pm and the meeting at 7pm. If you are 
in our area, we would love to have you attend.

October was busy. We picked up trash along Hwy 86 between 
Richland and Halfway, which we do each fall and spring.
Also, we got 13 cords of logs cut, split and in the shed. �ere 
was a great turnout for this activity, which took a couple days. 
�e young guys did terri�c hand splitting lots of it as we only 
had one splitter. We even got some youngsters who worked
very hard stacking in the shed. It was a nice day and we all got 
pizza and beer at the end.

�e Sno-Cat is ready to go. Denny Farwell took it to Medford 
and Tucker put on new grousers all the way around. �at 
should help keep with break downs to a minimum.

POKER RUN/RAFFLE 
will be February 18th. 
Be sure to mark your calendars and make your reservations. 
We have some new B&Bs in the area.

Submitted by 
Mary Herold, Secretary
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Just a quick shout-out about the southern Oregon Avalanche Information Exchange a game-changer for the 
Southern Oregon region! Huge thanks to Chuck and everyone at the Oregon State Snowmobile Association
for making it happen.

�is project came to life because of Chuck at the OSSA, �e National Avalanche Center, and the OSSA organization 
itself - We’re just cheering them on. But here’s the deal – the real magic comes when we all share the intel from 
our �eld experiences.

MAKE SURE TO REPORT YOUR OBSERVATIONS, and let’s boost our collectiveknowledge! 
Share observations through avalanche.org or through the OSSA observations page here:
https://www.oregonsnow.org/observations/#/view/observations

Psst... we’ve got several avalanche courses lined up in Mt. Shasta and Crater Lake this winter too.
Curious about why this is such a win for Southern Oregon? Swing by and chat with us at one o�he up coming 
events in the Southern Oregon area.

Upcoming Events:
- 11/30  SOU Outdoor Program Know before You Go
- 12/2    Mt. Ashland Ski Area Winter Kick-O� event

Find our current avalanche course schedule here: https://bit.ly/3QIwUV4
Stay tuned for one more big announcement coming soon - Trust us, it’s going to be HUGE!
#KnowBeforeYouGo
#avalancheeducation
#southernoregon
#winteriscomin



















OSSA News Is Needing 

YOUR Club and Individual photos

for publication!   

ACTION PHOTOS,  GROUP SHOTS,  

EVENT PIC’S

Please email them ANY TIME!  

to: gscott@oregonsnow.org

Provided Art needs to be emailed in .pdf, 
.png, or jpeg in high resolution format.  

Design services available.
  

Email Art to: 
gscott@oregonsnow.org

For Customer Service 
Call / Text 503-936-9592

ADVERTISING 
Monthly Publication, September 2023 - April 2024

HIGH IMPACT

Hello Snowmobilers 

and welcome to 

another season of 

fun on the snow with 

friends and family

Our equipment is snow-ready and our 

incredible volunteers are ready as well 

and just waiting for enough snow to be 

out there grooming for you.  A lot of 

trail work has been done this fall – again 

by our incredible volunteers.  

Our appreciation and thanks to all of 

you.   You are who makes OSSA a suc-

cessful  volunteer organization. 

We have purchased two new snow cats 

this year.  One will go to the     La Grande 

Sno-dri�ers and the other will go to the 

La Pine Lodgepole Dodgers.  �is new 

equipment is scheduled to be delivered 

in November so by the time you read 

this they will already be admiring their 

new machines. Some transfers have 

been made to other clubs to upgrade 

equipment.

Most of you have had your �rst club 

meeting of the year with kick-o� pot-

lucks or banquets.  Membership drives 

are underway via email or mail remind-

ers.  It will pay o� to send one, two, or 

even three           reminders to your mem-

bers to pay current year dues.  Our mem-

bership year is September 1st through       

August 31st.  Set a percentage goal to 

increase your numbers and work toward 

that goal by contacting people in the 

parking lots and elsewhere.  Don’t forget 

your local businesses.  Perhaps they have 

never been asked to support your club 

and OSSA by becoming a member.

We would like to express our appreciation 

to Gordon Scott, Corporate Graphics & 

Printing, email: corporate.g
raphics.

printing@gmail.com for taking on the 

task of publishing our Oregon Snowmo-

bile News.

  We encourage all clubs to submit club 

news and pictures by the 1st of each 

month through March. All of us enjoy 

knowing what you’ve been doing and 

pictures are enjoyed by all.  Contact Gor-

don if you know of anyone who may be 

interested in advertising in our paper.

Our Vice President John Gardner un-

expectedly passed away on August 226, 

2018 from a sudden heart attack.  John 

was only 61 years old and should have 

had many years ahead of him.  It was 

expected that John would have been 

elected as OSSA president at our Dia-

mond Lake convention in January.  He 

had already sat in that position at our 

John Day board meeting last January 

and our board meeting August 18th in 

Redmond.  John was the founder of Mt 

Hood Polaris in Boring, Oregon, a fam-

ily business that will be carried on by 

his wife Sue, son John Jr. and daughter 

Robin.  John was a passionate supporter 

of OSSA and the Mt Hood Snowmobile 

Club.  He paid from his own pocket club 

and OSSA dues for many snowmobil-

ers over the years who bought sleds 

from him.  John was the highlight fund 

raiser at our annual convention each 

year acting as auctioneer and donating 

thousands of dollars’ worth of snowmo-

bile clothing.   He worked to raise funds 

through the club for the Candlelighters 

totaling thousands per year. John was 

looking forward to being OSSA presi-

dent and had so many ideas he wanted 

to incorporate.  �ose of us who knew 

him will remember him always. Big 

John was one of a kind. 

In September our president Mike Choate 

was told by his doctor that due to poor 

health he would have to resign his posi-

tion as president of OSSA.  �is means 

that our immediate past president Vera 

Riser will be acting OSSA president un-

til elections at our January board meet-

ing at Diamond Lake.  We thank Vera 

for stepping up at this sad time.

Blessings to All.

WINTER  2019

FREE  PUBLICATION

Peggy Sez df

Peggy Spieger, 

OSSA Executive Director
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RESORT  AD

MT HOOD POLARIS, INC27850 SE HWY 212  BORING, OR  97009503-663-3544www.mthoodpolaris.com

The FUN Starts at 

MT HOOD POLARIS !

We at Mt Hood Polaris, Inc. want to thank everyone that has supported us over the years. 

 
YOU have made us who we are today!

Sale Ends September 30th

We also carry the Alcom Trailer line and some are in stock now! 

MT HOOD POLARIS, INC27850 SE HWY 212  BORING, OR  97009503-663-3544www.mthoodpolaris.com

OPEN HOUSEOCT. 26th 10am - 4pm

Ad Description        Ad Size             Per Issue

Business Card         2” x 3.5”                 $ 75

    1/4 page               4” x 5.5”                 $150

    1/2 page              8.5” x 5.5”               $250

   Full page              8.5” x 11”             $375

*Special O�er*    LOGO ONLY, Art size up to: 2” x 2”  $35 per issue
*Special O�er*    SUPER IMPACT FRONT PAGE AD 1.5” x 4”  $300 per issue  

FULL COLOR

GET ATTENTION!
Direct From OSSA CLUB MemberS, 

Family, friends & Online readers

Thousand s
of   

Readers!





Oregon State Snowmobile
Association

�e Oregon State Snowmobile Association is a non-pro�t organization formed in 1972 by a small group 

of snowmobilersworking to �nd a way to provide a groomed statewide trail system and to assure con-

tinued access to our public lands.We are currently an organization with twenty-�ve member clubs and a 

trail system of 6,410 miles of multi-usesnowmobile trails. We promote safe and responsible snowmobil-

ing, represent snowmobilers as an organized group and promote proper recreational use of our land by 

working together with the Forest Service, BLM and other land managers to develop and maintain a qual-

ity trail system and winter recreation opportunities. Our mission, brie�y stated, is to protect, promote 

and enhance the family sport of snowmobiling.

Our Mission
Our mission is to protect and enhance the sport of snowmobiling. We work closely with the Forest Ser-

vice and BLM to keep areas open, resolve con�icts, and to provide the quality snowmobiling the Oregon 

is famous for. We work with local, state, and federal legislators to protect the rights of all snowmobilers. 

We �ght any damaging legislation, and we support legislation that helps our sport. We coordinate with 

industry, national and international snowmobile groups to share knowledge, provide mutual support, 

and protect the sport we all love so dearly.

***** Snowmobilers Leave No Trace *****
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