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Klamath Basin 

Snowdrifters 

grooming near 

Fourmile Lake 

Story on page 29

Joining Your Local Club Is A Great Way 
To Say “Thank You”  To Our Volunteers 
who currently spend 8 to 12 hours a day clearing and grooming the trails.  

Thank you grooming Director for District 1 & 2 Todd Call for the picture

www.OregonSnow.org



MT HOOD POLARIS, INCMT HOOD POLARIS, INC
27850 SE HWY 212    

BORING, OR  97009

503-663-3544

www.mthoodpolaris.com

37 years in business.  Thanks for all your support, You have made us what we are today !  
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February 11 - 12,  2022

Friday Feb. 11th - Tickets $14 (include a beer/wine and popcorn)

Sled Shows Palooza, Friday Feb 11th at 7pm we’ll have this years new movies from 
Thunderstruck, Boondockers and etc.

Saturday Feb. 12th - Mt Bailey $3000 - Entry $15  and  additional 
hands are just $5.00 - Most people will play 3 hands (Entry and 2 extra hands) You 
can play as many hands as you want.

We are also offering our Super Card for $2,  this card is your Wild Card that can be 
played with any of your hands to make your best 5 card hand. (High hand winners 
will likely have a super card).

There are is a Snowbike dedicated course, complete with a motocross track and 
Heaven’s Snowbike Playground

Snowmobile course will have several sections for snowmobile riding at Hamaker 
Burn, Skookom Prairie and more.

Awards and dinner starting at 4:30pm

You can alos pre-purchase your trail lunch and get you dinner ticket (limited space for 
dinner - so reserve early)
Saturday Feb 12th Lunch and Dinner

We are offering a trail lunch meatball sandwich for $11.00 and can be packed in your 
cooker for a hot meal along the way.

Dinner is $26 and will be served after our winner hands are turned in and raffle prizes.

Thank You
Rogue Snowmobilers

The Mt Bailey $3000 
is Happening 
Feb 11th -12th 
at Diamond Lake Resort.
There is lots of new things happening at the event

Poker Run Courses
2 different courses for Snowmobile and Snowbikes
Both courses will start and end at Diamond Lake resort.

Snowmobiles 
Will run down West Lake trail to Hamaker shelter and back up 
Fish Creek. There will be a few different areas for some play and 
climbs along  the way and on course check points. Total course is 
roughly 45 miles.

Snowbikes
Start off with a motocross style track to try everyone’s skill around 
the snowbike track,  then out towards Horse Camp to Dog Prairie, 
this is known as “Heaven’s Snowbike Playground”. This will have 
several miles of hillside riding and lots of tree area to ride and 
play. The entire route will be within a snowbikes’ fuel tank range. 
carry extra fuel for extra play. This course is setup specifically for 
snowbikes and minimizes as much straight trail riding as possible. 
There will be a snowbike checkpoint out at Heaven’s Snowbike 
Playground.
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E n j o y  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  t o  p l a n  y o u r  b e s t  
r i d e s ,  t r a c k  y o u r  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  j o u r n e y s ,  
a n d  s h a r e  y o u r  e p i c  a d v e n t u r e s  w i t h  P o l a r i s  
R i d e  C o m m a n d .  A v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  7 S  D i s p l a y  
a n d  t h e  R i d e  C o m m a n d  A p p ,  p l a n  y o u r  
a d v e n t u r e s  w i t h  u p d a t e d  t r a i l  m a p s  a n d  
p o i n t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  s h a r e  
y o u r  r i d e s  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s

p o l a r i s . c o m /s n o w m o b i l e s

Buying or Selling In Oregon.
Relocation or Investment.
20 yrs. experience  •  Member of the Mt Hood Snowmobile Club

Ray Fletcher  503-703-1999

MORE® Realty   
RealtorRayF@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/RealtorRayFletcher

MORE® Realty   MORE® Realty   MORE® Realty   MORE® Realty   
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Diamond Lake Resort is an equal opportunity service provider, operating with a special use permit in a recreational partnership with the Umpqua National Forest.
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A ski lift ticket for one person for one day is $100 or more.  
Say “Thank you” to our volunteers by joining your local club today. 

It’s only $60 per year or less for your entire family.https://oregonsnow.org/clubs/

OSSA Membership
Become a general member online today at http://
oregonsnow.org/about/  Please also consider 
joining your local club to further help support 
our sport.  (This is only for OSSA membership.  
Most club memberships automatically include 
a membership in OSSA. Be sure to check with 
your local club.  Many of our members have 
memberships in several clubs.  If you are a mem-
ber of multiple clubs your would only pay OSSA 
dues one time.)

Use the online form at  http://oregonsnow.org/
about/to join OSSA only.  

If you wish to join a local club, please contact 
your local club directly.  Local club member-
ship automatically includes a membership 
in OSSA.  Thank you for your support!

Note: Many powersports dealers give discounts 
to OSSA Club members.

Some atributes of club membership include :
*   Cooperative enjoyment in club activities, 
      rides and play days.

*  Assistance through club membership in 
      formalizing legislation for snowmobiles.

*   Learning new areas to ride and familiarity   
       with areas through joint rides.

*   Strength in state organization through local 
       club organization and input.

*   Opportunity to gain knowledge of 
      snowmobiling through club meeting speakers.

*   Obtaining a feeling of “Belonging” 
       a common bond experience.

*   Meet new people and make new friends.

*   Promote and understand safe snowmobiling.

*   To protect and preserve the rights and 
      freedoms to enjoy the sport of snowmobiling.

*   To help preserve and promote our natural   
       resources.

*   Assist in search and rescue missions.

*   The ability to enjoy snowmobiling activities as 
     a family and at a price reasonable for doing so.

*   Helping provide a trail groomer.

*   Helping to discourage bad snowmobiling 
     practices.

*   Assistance in formulating and conducting 
     youth driver education clinics.

*   Promote sanitation and non-littering in all 
     areas used for snowmobiling.

*   Serve as a catalyst in service to state and federal 
     agencies in providing new snowmobiling trails 
     and parking facilities.

*   Club membership brings recognition to the
     member from both state and federal agencies  
     and prestige in that recognition.

Our Volunteers spend hundreds of hours taking care of and grooming snowmobile trails.



Oregon State Snowmobile Association: https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/WpMwVbLY

OSSA Legal Fund: https://oregonsnowmobileassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/donate/49p84Zpv

Mt Hood - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/aPoQedrV

Columbia Gorge - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/mP7EDOrZ

Mt. Jefferson - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/nplkgBrR

North Santiam - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/QraZaqpW

Ochoco Snow Sports -  https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/VLzBa5Ln

La Pine Lodgepole Dodgers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/nPeZewLa

Walker Rim Riders - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/GrZR6Rr1

Sisters Sno-Go-Fers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/4pVeG4r8

Moon Country Snowbusters - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/QLmdaBP4

Two Rivers Activity Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/Dr6Vy0r4

Klamath Basin Snowdrifters - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/OpR37RPd

Rogue - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/Mp5l4org

Chiloquin Ridge Riders - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/bLqW32pD

Cascade Connection - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/mP7E7VrZ

Harney County Snowmobile Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/yr4lD6rl

Grant County Snowballers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/DLyEAYLG

Burnt River Snowmobile Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/qPYEkRP6

Sumpter Valley Snowmobilers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/nLv5A0Pk

Hi Desert Storm Troopers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/MrDgEqLx

Over The Hill Snowmobile Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/gLWqk6pX

La Grande Sno Drifters - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/EPKVBOpw

Panhandle Snowmobile Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/vrAnBNp2

Wallowa County Gamblers - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/VPNa2Gp9

Four Corners Snowmobile Club - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/zLEqG1L1

Tollgate Trailfinders - https://members.oregonsnow.org/ap/Membership/Application/kLxRzMp5

www.OREGONSNOW.ORG
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Online Payment links 

for OSSA and each club:
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Are you prepared 
for an Avalanche?
OUR NEXT LEVEL EXPERIENCE

by Jim Valentine, President of Ochoco Snow Sports”

ON DECEMBER 29TH, my son Layton 
Valentine, good friend Bryce Kamerdula, 
and I started our 3 day riding clinic in 
Alpine Wyoming with Dan Adams and the 
NXT LVL Riding Clinic crew.  This clinic 
was going to teach us technical-mountain 
riding skills and avalanche training through 
simulated exercises.  We were all excited 
about this opportunity to learn from Dan 
and his crew.  

We started the day with almost 4 hours 
of avalanche awareness and gear checks 
making sure we were fully prepared to enter 
the backcountry on snowmobiles.

Throughout the day we discussed the 
avalanche danger and avoided several slopes 
that had great potential for avalanche.  

Toward the end of the day we were playing 
through the trees in an open narrow gulley 

path that had trees all around it and at the 
top of it which did not look threatening.  
We had played in this area for a few minutes 
and all of us were stopped in different locations 
in this drainage when Dan who was looking 
out spotted the avalanche way up above us 
and seen it coming down through the trees.  
Dan was quick to use the radio to inform 
everyone AVALANCHE, AVALANCHE-

DEPLOY YOUR BAGS!

At that moment from my location I observed 
Layton’s bag and one other bag deploy and a 
few seconds later he was facing the avalanche 
face on and a wall of snow 5-6’ deep moving 
extremely fast hit Layton square in the chest 
with so much force it actually blew him out 
of the fall line of the avalanche and he ended 
up towards the side somehow 80 yards from 
where he was hit.
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Key points from this event

1. The mountain does not care who you are!

2. Radio communication was key to early warning 
 of avalanche and time to deploy avalanche backpacks.

3. Avalanche backpacks were key to no burial success of both riders.

4. Understanding how to use your gear is very important.

5. Riding with a group that has knowledge and proper gear is crucial.

6. Check your avalanche danger.  We were in considerable avalanche 
 danger, which we knew!

7.	 We	are	going	to	up	our	skills	in	Wilderness	first	aid	because	where	
 we were in the backcountry there were no helicopters save us. 
 

8. Communication devices such as Spot and satellite phone should   
 be a must.
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What happened next?

When the avalanche stopped Dan took 
control of the scene and provided the 
leadership to ensure everyone was accounted 
for and there well being as well as making 
sure the scene was safe from a 2nd wave.

In the end 2 riders were directly involved in 
the avalanche and the other 4 were on the 
side some in the wash of it.  The proper use 
of avalanche airbags and radios absolutely 
saved lives on the mountain that day.

The rest of the trip:  Day 2 consisted of 
avalanche training, and rescue.  What we 
learned from this training was we really had 
no clue how to properly use our beacons and 
conduct a search and rescue properly.  We all 
feel a lot more confident in this skill now.

Day 3:  Bryce and myself continued riding 
and Layton got some experience working in 
the shop with his new buddy!

In closing, I’ve had some of the best 
experiences of my life snowmobiling as I’m 
sure all of you reading this can attest.  
We got our wake-up call to the potential 
risks associated with back country riding 
in December.  Thanks to Dan and his crew 
at NXT LVL for making sure we were trained 
and I hope this story will motivate all of us 
to take avalanche preparedness seriously.  

     Best wishes and See ya on the Mtn.

  - Jim Valentine



Volunteer hours/miles = $$$.   More $$$ = 

the more we can provide for snowmobiling!
 

Use this form to track your volunteer hours and miles.   Please 
turn in the form monthly.  You can mail to OSSA, PO Box 
6255, Bend, OR 97708; email to lmahoney@oregonsnow.org; 
or fax to (458) 202-1193.
 
Thank you so much for all that you do for snowmobiling!
 

Sincerely,

Lisa Mahoney

Executive Director

Volunteer hours and miles 
Are Vital to OSSA

VOLUNTEER

www.OREGONSNOW.ORG
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Here is a way to support organized snowmobiling 
with absolutely no money out of your pocket. Amazon Smile. 

We all buy from Amazon, some of us buy a lot and some of 
us buy a little. Some of us buy often and some of us buy 

occasionally. But reality is, we all buy from Amazon. 

Sign into your Amazon account, navigate to smile.amazon.com and 

enter “American Council of Snowmobilers” as your charity of choice.

Statewide Fast Service Calls 
to the Snow or the Field!

www.salem-hydraulics.com/

  503.378.1832
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BEAVERTON, OREGON

10680 SW Canyon Rd

Beaverton, OR 97062

503-746-7838

BEND, OREGON

63700 Clausen Rd #102 

Bend, OR 97701

503-974-9675

BOISE, IDAHO

6223 N Discovery Pl #150

Boise, ID 83713

208-906-3805

HAPPY VALLEY, OREGON

12823 SE 93rd Ave

Clackamas, OR 97015

503-974-9675

SALEM, OREGON

3772 Portland Rd NE

Salem, OR 97301

971-701-6159

VANCOUVER, WA

6700 NE 152nd Ave, Suite 150

Vancouver, WA 98682

360-326-4387

WESTMINSTER, CO

12170 Tejon St #1100

Westminster, CO 80234

303-200-0612

7 LOCATIONS TO BETTER SERVE YOU

1-888-606-4622

• SAFE AND CONVENIENT

• WE BUY CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S, AND RV’S

• WE HANDLE BANK PAYOFFS AND DMV PAPERWORK

• WE CAN USUALLY GET YOU IN AND OUT THE DOOR WITHIN AN HOUR

• MY CAR WAS IN AN ACCIDENT, WILL YOU STILL BUY IT?

   IF THE VEHICLE HAS BEEN PROFESSIONALLY 

    REPAIRED AND INSURANCE HASN’T DEEMED

    THE VEHICLE A TOTAL LOSS.



OSSA  
Executive Director  Lisa Mahoney 
PO Box 6255  Bend, OR 97708 
(541) 797-6880
LMahoney@oregonsnow.org

OSSA President   Dennis Jordan
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524
541-821-6570
djordan@oregonsnow.org

OSSA Vice President   TJ Reilly
10300 SE Cresthill Rd., Happy Valley, OR 97086
503-804-2075   treilly@oregonsnow.org 

OSSA  Executive Assistant 
& Membership Administration
Lisa Burt
PO Box 6718 Bend, OR 97708  
541-480-0479     LBurt@oregonsnow.org

District 2   Membership Director 
Anthony Kuenzi
1350  119th Avenue SE Salem, OR 97317
503-991-0351    akuenzi@oregonsnow.org

District 6   Membership Director 
Tim Holly
PO Box 568  Mt Vernon, Oregon 97865
541-620-0408    tholly@oregonsnow.org 

District 7   Membership Director 
Duane Miles
36232 Holbrook Spur Lane, Halfway OR 97834
(H) 541-742-5151 * (C) 541-540-5151
dmiles@oregonsnow.org 

Dist. 8   Membership Director
Jeff Wagner

509-386-2425
Jwagner@oregonsnow.org 

Grooming Director
Dist. 1 & 2  Todd Call
23403 SW Gage Rd., 
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070
503-799-5154    tcall@oregonsnow.org

Grooming Director

Dist. 4   Richard Colman
(541) 480-1906 rcolman@oregonsnow.org

Grooming Director

Dist. 5   Dobe Griffin
2435 E. McAndrews Rd., Medford, OR 97504
541-770-1592 * (C) 541-941-4484
dgriffin@oregonsnow.org

Grooming Director
Dist. 6   Dave Hannibal
PO Box 537  John Day, Oregon 97845
541-742-4563  (C) 541-620-0626
dhannibal@oregonsnow.org 

Grooming Director

Dist. 7 & 8  Denny Farwell
P.O. Box 896  Halfway, OR 97834
(H) 541-742-4563 * (W) 541-540-4563
dfarwell@oregonsnow.org

OSSA Public Lands & Safety    John Vogel
1105 Methodist Road, Hood River OR  97031
541-386-5584  * (C) 541-490-8114
jvogel@oregonsnow.org

OSSA Webmaster  Kirk Snyder
818 SW 3rd Ave #144   Portland, OR 97204
(W) 503-702-2149 * (F) 503-978-7229
webmaster@oregonsnow.org

Oregon State Snowmobile Assc. News
Gordon Scott
PO Box 16964, Portland, OR 97292
(C) 503-936-9592 
OregonSnowmobileNews@oregonsnow.org 

District 1             

*Mt. Hood Snowmobile Club 1-A
Club Membership Dues $25
President: TJ Reilly           503-804-2075    
president@mthoodsnowmobileclub.org
PO Box 3322 , Clackamas Or 97015

Vice President: Ryan Gill 

Secretary: Julie Larsen

Grooming Chairman: Chris Larsen

Club Treasurer: Robert Mottice

503-724-9208    rmottice1988@gmail.com

*Columbia Gorge Power Sledders 1-C
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Craig Martin       541-400-8032    
CGPS.CraigM@gmail.com
redbig76@live.com
PO Box 324, Cascade Locks, OR 97014

Vice President: Charles Rogers  
541-993-5087   woodruff2009@live.com   
PO Box 142, Dufur, OR 97021

Secretary/Treasurer:  Melissa Martin     
541-400-8458     melissa.martin@live.com    
PO Box 324, Cascade Locks, OR 97014

District 2

Bohemia Sno-Sledders 2-A
Club Membership Dues $10
Secretary: Gary Dulley    
541-521-4013
36835 Hwy 58  Pleasant Hill, OR 97455

*Mt. Jefferson Snowmobile Club 2-C
Club Membership Dues $20
President: Ray Benson   
503-871-5813   president@mtjefferson.org
PO Box 826, Sublimity, OR 97385

Tresurer: Susan Lowen   
503-930-0712   susan.lion@hotail.com 
39494 Golden Valley, Lebanon, Oregon 97355

*N. Santiam Snowmobile Club 2-D
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Tucker Page            503-931-8077 

tuckerpage97@yahoo.com

Secretary:  Marianne Eichler   503-437-0846
marianne.eichler@me.com

District 4

*Ochoco Snow Sports 4-B
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Jim Valentine    
541-233-6768 
ochocosnowmobileclub@gmail.com
62365 Deer Trail Rd., Bend, Oregon 97701
 

Secretary:  Richard Kludt      541-419-6328 
ochocosnowmobileclub@gmail.com
1335 NE Rosemont, Prineville, Oregon 97754

*LaPine Lodgepole Dodgers 4-C
Club Membership Dues $15
President: Roger Ellis    503-475-8095   
lodgepoledodgers72@yahoo.com
PO Box 1914  La Pine, OR 97739

Vice President: Shay Kent  514-410-9748   
shayk@candsdirtworks.com
15760 Sunrise Blvd.  La Pine, OR 97739

Secretary: Michele Kogler    

mbkogler@aol.com
PO Box 3156  La Pine, OR  97739

Treasurer: Kathy Wallan  (707) 223-3734  

dkwallan@att.net
PO Box 3053  La Pine, OR  97739  

*Walker Rim Riders 4-D
Club Membership Dues $15
President: Alex Wickersham  541-619-0364   
alexwick007@gmail.com
31175 Pintoe Rd SW  Albany, Oregon 97321
 

Secretary: Amber Ellis   541-231-4286    

AmberEllis86@gmail.com

 *Sisters Sno-Go-Fers 4-E
Club Membership Dues $15
President:  Roger Ingalls   503-961-3373   
rogeri@colheli.com     sisterssnow@gmail.com
23901 NE Airport Rd, Aurora OR, 97002
 VP Sec, Treasurer: Nick Milo 503-781-4197   
nickmilo4444@gmail.com
PO Box 1940, Sisters, Or. 97759

*Moon Country Snowbusters 4-J
Club Membership Dues $25
2600 NE Highway 20  #610-520

Bend, OR  97701-6402

President: Justin Goodman     
541-815-0666   Goodmanjag@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Melanie West   530-966-4798

mountainsarecalling97@gmail.com

Treasurer: Marla Connolly  (541) 633-0736

Mvconnolly20@gmail.com

Grooming Chairman: Don Summers 

(541)-508-9241

Two Rivers Activity Club
Club Membership Dues $20
Vice President:  Ken Makinson

(541) 505-4161, kmakinson@landingsl.com

Social Media:  TyeAnn Foltin 

District 5

*Klamath Basin Snowdrifters 5-A
Club Membership Dues $20
President: Dan Riblett 
Vice President: Thomas Bentley  

541-892-0182    kbsnowdrifters@gmail.com
www.kbsnowdrifters.org
P.O. Box 1125, Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

Secretary/Treas  Monica Miller  

541-884-2423    hmkdave@charter.net
P O Box 1125  Klamath Falls, OR 97601

*Rogue Snowmobile Club 5-B
Club Membership Dues $20
President: Chuck Allen   
541-779-9098    csdaj@q.com 
P.O. Box 1423, Medford, OR 97501
 

Secretary: Sherry Allen   

541-779-9098   csdaj@q.com
2895 Erline Way Central Point, OR 97502

*Chiloquin Ridge Riders 5-D
Club Membership Dues $20
President:  Jacob McCarty   
541-891-2047  mccajaco@gmail.com
P.O. Box 7364, Klamath Falls, OR 97602 

Secretary: Cathy Briggs

541-783-2125  
cittycat1717@gmail.com
 

*Cascade Connection 5-F
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Ken Wood   
541-580-0103   ken@sprintertrucking.com 
PO Box 415 Dillard, Oregon 97432
 

Treasurer: Glenn Shirek   
541-784-6405   gshirek@douglasfast.net
1063 Heydon Road, Roseburg, Oregon 97471

Hi Desert Storm Troopers
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Jack Doolittle   
541-417-1750   jsd9439@aol.com
PO Box 1363 Lakeview, Oregon 97630

VP Chris Bishop    (541) 219-9627

cbishop@blm.gov 

Secretary/Treasurer Gary McManus    

(541)  219-1137    garymcmanus1@yahoo.com
 

*Over the Hill Snowmobile Club  
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Bob Davis    
541-943-0801   79hogrider@gmail.com
P.O. Box 94  Paisley, OR 97636
 

Secretary: Dustin Winters

541-219-2310
dwitherscc@gmail.com

District 6

*Harney County 
Snowmobile Club 6-A
Club Membership Dues $10

President: Ryan DeLange    
541-589-0259    rdelange@ci.hines.or.us
PO Box 1239  Hines, OR 97738
 

Secretary: Rachel Howes  
541-589-1872   rach_ann_09@yahoo.com
512 N Roanoke  Hines, Oregon 97738

*Grant County Snowballers 6-B
Club Membership Dues $10
President:  Tim Nodine  
541-792-0677    tnodine208@gmail.com
P.O. Box 337, John Day, OR 97845
 

Secretary: Jina Carniglia  
541-792-1009    jinarcarniglia@gmail.com
PO Box 506  Canyon City, Oregon 97820

*Burnt River Snowmobile Club 6-C
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Ric Schoorl   
541-881-6069   snowridingfool@yahoo.com
802 Alder Rd., Vale, Oregon 97918
 

Secretary: Luke Keller   541-212-4681
chopper_gasser@yahoo.com
1947  5th Avenue W. Vale, Oregon 97918

*Sumpter Valley Snowmobilers  6-D
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Mike Bogart    

360-241-3443   pdxbogie@gmail.com
PO Box 295 Sumpter, OR 97877

Vice President: Elaine Livran    

541-620-1504   elivran@yahoo.com
PO Box 10 Sumpter, OR 97877

 Sec/Treas: Jane Leatherman   

208-739-3498   
svbmsc-secytreas@outlook.com
PO Box 3  Sumpter, Oregon 97877

District 7

*LaGrande Sno-Drifters 7-B
Club Membership Dues $20
President: Ryan Hensley    
208-921-4681   ryncar93@hotmail.com
3104 N 1st Street La Grande, OR 97850 

Secretary: Lonni Haggerty  541-910-0626

lonni0218@gmail.com
2708 N Birch, LaGrande, Or 97850

*Panhandle Snowmobile Club 7-C
Club Membership Dues $20
President: Whitey Bloom   
541-742-7277   wbloom@pinetel.com
48183 Cornucopia Hwy., Halfway, OR 97834 

Secretary: Mary Herold    
541-742-6446   mherold@pinetel.com
48090 Cornucopia Hwy, Halfway, OR 97834

*Wallowa County Gamblers 7-G
Club Membership Dues $15
President: Dustin James    
541-263-0273    dustinoutlaw@eoni.com
504 NW 1st Street, Enterprise, OR 97828
 

Secretary: Lorien James   
208-310-1727   amyoutlaw@eoni.com
P.O. Box 255 Enterprise, OR 97828

District 8

*Four Corners Snowmobile Club 8-C
Club Membership Dues $10
President: Cliff Dougherry   

541-676-5491 
65450 Spur Loop, Heppner, OR 97836
 

Secretary: Mike Gorman   

541-980-3396   mands02@yahoo.com
53784 Hwy 74 Heppner, OR 97836

*Tollgate Trailfinders 8-E
Club Membership Dues $25
President – Dewayne Harvill

167 Sosua Ct. Burbank, WA 99323
509-531-0598    averydh@gmail.com
 

Vice President – Doug Moehnke

47645 NW Cedar Canyon RD. Banks, OR  97106
503-754-4987    Crummy64@live.com
 

Secretary – Shari Mueller

32157 Stanfield Meadows Rd, Stanfield, OR  97875
541-561-7407      Sha4him@hotmail.com

Visit
www.OregonSnow.org

OregonSnow.org 
is Oregon State Snowmobile Association’s 

Official Website.

OSSA 
Officers & Directors

Oregon Clubs & Leadership  15
www.OREGONSNOW.ORG

*Grooming Clubs      OSSA Dues $35  See below for Club Dues

   
  C

E

LEBRATIN
G

Oregon State 
Snowmobile Association
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Lots of 

Exciting Events

happening with 

our Club in 

February and March! 

We hope to see 

our friends near and 

far attend and 

ride with us in the 

Cascades!

SNOWBIKE RACE (February 12):
The Moon Country Snowbusters Club is 

stoked to partner with the 2022 NASBA 

US Air Force Special Warfare National 

Snow Bike Series, presented by Pure 

Adrenalin Motorsports and Burnt River 

Farms, returns to Oregon with an all-new 

event on February 12 at the Wanoga Sno-

Park, 15 miles south of Bend, as round 

three of the National Snowbike Series.  

It is one of only two snowbike races held 

in Oregon.  In addition of snowbike classes, 

the event will also feature snowmobile and 

UTV (4-wheeler) classes, as well as snow-

bike demo rides and as always, food and 

beverages on site.  The race will be run on 

a twisty,  jumpy, ¾ mile snow course locat-

ed adjacent to the Wanoga Sno-Park 

and offers excellent spectator viewing, as 

well as plenty of nearby parking for both 

racers and spectators and food and bever-

ages will be available.  Practice will start at 

9am, with racing starting at 10am.  Admis-

sion is free to kids 12 and younger and $10 

for adults 13-Up. We look forward to see-

ing you there! This is just one of the many 

events we have planned for the season! 

Check out our Moon Country social 

media pages for up to date information! 

Braap on!

THE BACHELOR BUTTE DOG 
DERBY (March 4-6):
Volunteers needed, please contact Selina 

Witt at pwittnberg@cs.com to help! 

The Bachelor Butte Dog Derby is a trophy 

dog	sled	race	held	on	the	first	weekend	of	
March at the Wanoga Sno-Park outside of 

Bend, OR. The event consists of 25 miles 

per day with seven – thirteen dogs. 

The event has something for everyone!

LADIES GROUP RIDE 
(March 11-12):
Check out the “Cascades Ladies Ride” 

Facebook page for information on the 

upcoming all woman’s snowmobile ride 

on March 12, 2022 beginning at 10 Mile 

Sno Park at 9 am! An additional ride will 

be held on Friday, March 11, 2022 at 10 

Mike Snopark, in Newberry Crater aka 

Paulina area, open to ladies and others 

( ie hubbys, brothers, sons etc) All infor-

mation regarding this upcoming ride will 

be posted on the Cascades Ladies Ride 

Facebook page! 

We wanted to introduce 
Don Summers, our new Moon Country 

grooming chairman. We know a lot of you 

are interested in volunteering and wanted 

to put you in touch with him. He comes 

with an extensive background of equip-

ment operation, maintenance/repair, and 

management.  

He is an avid sledder and spends a lot of 

time on this trail system as well.  He is ex-

cited for this opportunity and with some 

aggressive strategies he is hoping for vast 

improvements in the trail system in the 

near future for all backcountry users. 

If you have any grooming volunteer 

questions please feel free to reach out 

to Don at 541-508-9241
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Get ready Central Oregon!! Moon Country is stoked to partner with NASBA!

Mark your calendars now and tell your friends for February 12, 2022!! This is

a brand­new event for the National Snowbike Series, and in addition to racing

classes for snowbikes (dirt bikes with a ski in place of the front wheel, and a

track in place of the rear wheel), there will also be classes for snowmobiles

and UTV 4­wheelers)! All the details are enclosed. We hope to see all of our

Moon Country friends and family at the event!! More information to come as

the date nears.

 

Let us know if you will be attending by clicking this link:

https://fb.me/e/Q7jkh47D

Let us know if you will be attending by clicking this link:

https://fb.me/e/Q7jkh47D

There will be food, drinks and a whole lot of fun!

Moon 

Country 

Event!! 

Wanoga 

Sno-Park 

National 

Snowbike, 

Snowmobile 

& UTV 

Race! 

Mark Your 

Calendars!

  2-12-22

  

 

 

 

 

Round 3 2022 NASBA National Championship Snow Bike Series 

WHERE: Wanoga Sno-Park Oregon (15 miles south of Bend, OR, west on 

Cascade Lakes Hwy 46, on the way to Mt. Bachelor Ski Resort, look for signs.  

Latitude: 43.98444     Longitude:  -121.54107     Elevation: 5,500 feet 

WHEN: Saturday, February 12, 2022 – Gates open at 8am, practice starts at 9am, 

racing at 10am.  4 wheelers will run last, after the snow bikes, with 4-wheeler 

registration going from noon to 3pm, practice at about 2:45 and racing at 3:15.   

ONSITE FOOD: Yes!  There will be food, beverages trackside all day. 

SPECTATOR FEES: Ages 13-Up $10, 12-Under Free.  Get tickets online at:   

https://bignasty.redpodium.com/2022-bend-snowbike-tickets  

RACE ENY FEES: Pro Men $75, Pro Women $50, Trophy classes $40, Kids $30.                                                   

(No license needed.  Day of Race entries are $10 more per class) 

HOST HOTEL: Riverhouse on the Deschutes Motel – 3075 N. Hwy 97, Bend, OR 

97703 (541) 639-3481 (mention snow bike race for special rate) 

NEAREST AIRPORT: Redmond Municipal Airport (541) 504-3499 

SOCIAL MEDIA/WEBSITE/ PHONE: www.snowbikeseries.com   (208) 573-4255 

Facebook: NASBA National Championship Snowbike Series      

 DETAILS: This is a brand-new race at a brand-new location.  Track will be 

designed with input from national-caliber, local racer, Darren Mees and the event 

is supported by regional snowmobile club, the Moon Country Snowbusters.  The 

race track will be about ¾ mile in length, with jumps, bumps and right and left 

hand turns.  It is an excellent track for spectator viewing.  There will be onsite 

snowbike demos, so bring a helmet.      

ONLINE REGISTRATION: Closes 9pm on Friday, February 11, 2022 
https://bignasty.redpodium.com/2022-bend-snowbike-entry  

FINAL, ONSITE REGISTRATION, ($10 more): Sat, February 12, 8am to 10am (up to 3pm for UTV) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

lasses for UTV’s! 

 

This race is an equal opportunity event, 

and is authorized under special use permit 

from the Deschutes National Forest.   

 ge 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men $75, Pro Women $50, Trophy classes $40, Kids $30.                                                                                               
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roguesnowmobi lers.com

THANK YOU to ALL who participated and 
GAVE of your resources and time to help!

GROOMER RESCUE 
A GRAND SUCCESS!



Hello Everyone! 
Greg here from the Rogue Snowmobilers,

The weather has been quite nice to us for the past few 
weeks down here in Southern Oregon. We have had two major 
snow events come through in the past few weeks giving us rare 
“champagne powder” events. The snow for at least a week was 
bottomless powder & we enjoyed the snow coming over our 
handlebars :D

At the OSSA 50th State Convention up at Diamond Lake 
Resort,  the Rogue club lead a few guided rides during the 
week.  We were excited to partner with our other fellow dis-
trict 5 sister clubs to help put this event on.

A big thanks goes out to Gary Olson from the 
Roseburg club & Tim over at Timberland Logging to 
help us recover our snowcat during New Years. 
Our snowcat slid off one of our trails on 12/28 into a hole that 
made it difficult to recover. I’m happy to report no one got hurt 
during this incident. 

After a failed attempt on Wednesday 12/29 with a winch to 
recover the cat, Gary graciously brought over Roseburg’s 
PB400 to help pull ours out of Cooks Hole. We gathered up 
some additional supplies and tried to pull the cat out again on 
New Years Day. Sadly, we ended up breaking most of the re-
covery equipment (cables, chains, straps etc.) & needed to grab 
some bigger “beefer” equipment.

Tim from Timberland Logging stepped up big time and met us 
at the parking lot at Thousand Springs on Sunday, 1/2 at about 
9:30AM. A group of about 10 people all set off that morning 
after Tim brought up 250 feet of 5/8” cable. Many of the Rogue 
members were pleased to see our rigging setup the days prior 
wasn’t wasted. We were doing it right; we just learned our res-
cue equipment was not up for the job. 

After hooking up the bigger equipment in the same manor we 
did prior, it took a total of 37 seconds to pull our cat out with 
Roseburg’s PB400.

Here’s a few of the Rogue members that dedicated 
over 10 hours each to getting the snowcat out:
Dennis,  Dave,  Carl,  Greg,  Bob,  Hayden,  Joey,  
Suzzanne,  Mark D.

We’re happy to report that our cat was un-damaged during the 
incident, Roseburg’s cat has been returned to them for them to 
keep running, & our cat is fully operational once again. 

Please visit our website for our up-to-date event schedule. 
Things can change from time to time. 
https://roguesnowmobilers.com/ 

Thank you & see you on the snow soon!

Greg Gulrich 
Vice President, Rogue Snowmobilers
541-621-1814
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roguesnowmobi lers.com
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2022 Club Calendar
Note: All dates subject to change

February 1st 6:30 (Tuesday night)
 Club meeting Clackamas Community Club

Feb 5th  Saturday
Club Ride with Chris Larsen

Feb 6th  Sunday
Wounded Warrior Ride & Club BBQ

Feb 24-28
Club Trip out of town (ride 25-27 Fri – Sun)   Location TBA

March 1st 6:30 (Tuesday night)
Club meeting Clackamas Community Club

March 6th Sunday
Club Ride Skyline

April 5th 6:30 (Tuesday night)
Club meeting Clackamas Community Club 

(Last meeting of the season)

We have had an amazing amount of snow so far this year.  With the snow has come a lot of downed 
trees.  Our volunteers have been working hard to keep the trails groomed and clear of trees.

On Sunday January 2nd we had a beginners club ride.  We introduced new members to our trail system 
and also gave them some riding and safety tips.  Everyone had a great time!

TJ Reilly  •  503-804-2075 sdas88@aol.com  
Mt Hood Snowmobile Club President
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We are also going to be hosting a kids RIDE DAY 

March 6th out of Salt Creek Summit Sno 

Park, fun for all levels of kiddos.  KIDS PLAY DAY 

March 13th is on again, snowmobile games and 
prizes for the kiddos always a good time for the kids and 
parents alike.  Hopefully you have gotten your sleds out, 
or at least uncovered them, cuz the season is upon us.  

Well we are in full winter here in Wallowa County, snow storms,  wind storms with bluebird days 

are limited. We have been working hard to keep trails cleared but the trees just keep falling.  We 

repaired windows in Salt Creek Cabins shelter and cleaned it out for winter use. We are actively 

grooming trails and of course taking time to play on the snow as well. Our annual Poker run is just 

around the corner, with a $3500 purse. Donations are rolling and looking forward to seeing every-

one and having some good ole fashioned family fun. We are also excited to host a kids play day 

again March 5th with a kids ride the following day March 6th.  BRING the kiddos for some games 

and prizes and then stay to have them learn some skills with some great “guys” with mad skills.



www.OREGONSNOW.ORG
23

OSSA  Snowmobilers Leave No Trace

Here’s a few pictures from our Christmas party/meeting

Christmas Party

Elaine Livran

RaNae Cameron
Vicki Christensen

Gail Moore

Lila Young

Jim Moore
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   SPECIAL EVENTS

* Poker Run February 19, 2022          * Vintage Race March 12 & 13, 2022

Vintage Race Vintage Race photos by Jim Smith

RV’s could go to Sumpter RV Park 503-403-9253 just coming into town 
and Sumpter Gold Rush RV Park 541-510-2090 up Cracker Creek.
 
Lodging at The Sumpter Stockade 541-894-2360 Ryan and Laramie Shanks
and The Depot Inn 541-894-2522 Jeff and Daisy Garber

Lodging Information 
  for Vintage Races

Sumpter	
  Valley	
  Blue	
  Mountain	
  SC	
  News	
  by	
  Jane	
  Leatherman	
   Page	
  1	
  of	
  2	
  
January	
  2022	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

Find	
  us	
  on	
  Facebook	
  (https://www.facebook.com/sumptersnowmobileclub)	
  
See	
  upcoming	
  events	
  for	
  a	
  disclaimer	
  

	
  

UPCOMING	
  EVENTS	
  
2021-­‐2022	
  SNOWMOBILE	
  SEASON	
  

	
  
Regular	
  Monthly	
  Meetings	
  (subject	
  to	
  change)	
  

The	
  Club	
  starts	
  the	
  potluck	
  at	
  5:00	
  PM	
  on	
  the	
  second	
  Wednesday	
  of	
  each	
  month	
  at	
  the	
  Sumpter	
  
Community	
  Center.	
  	
  Our	
  meeting	
  will	
  start	
  at	
  6:00	
  PM	
  in	
  case	
  you	
  just	
  wanted	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  meeting.	
  
Please	
  be	
  sure	
  to	
  bring	
  your	
  own	
  table	
  service	
  and	
  drinks	
  to	
  potluck	
  meetings.	
  	
  Dates	
  and	
  times	
  are	
  
subject	
  to	
  change	
  so	
  please	
  check	
  the	
  schedule	
  each	
  month.	
  
	
  
These	
  are	
  the	
  dates	
  for	
  our	
  next	
  meetings.	
  	
  

* Wednesday	
  February	
  9,	
  2022	
  
* Wednesday	
  March	
  9,	
  2022	
  
* Wednesday	
  April	
  13,	
  2022	
  	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  had	
  19	
  members	
  attend	
  our	
  December/Christmas	
  exchange	
  meeting.	
  Not	
  as	
  many	
  as	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  in	
  
the	
  past	
  but	
  everyone	
  had	
  fun	
  getting	
  out	
  enjoying	
  the	
  evening	
  and	
  exchanging	
  gifts.	
  
The	
  snow	
  has	
  finally	
  started	
  to	
  come	
  down	
  in	
  Sumpter.	
  But	
  not	
  enough	
  snow	
  by	
  our	
  1st	
  Vintage	
  Race	
  on	
  
January	
  8th.	
  They	
  need	
  at	
  least	
  2	
  weeks	
  prior	
  to	
  race	
  to	
  prepare	
  the	
  track	
  properly.	
  
Poker	
  Run	
  will	
  be	
  February	
  19th,	
  2022.	
  We	
  will	
  have	
  raffle	
  prizes	
  this	
  year	
  and	
  an	
  awards	
  ceremony.	
  
There	
  will	
  be	
  22	
  places	
  for	
  cash	
  prizes	
  brokedown	
  to:	
  

• First	
  Place:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $800	
  
• Second	
  Place:	
  $500	
  
• Third	
  Place:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $300	
  
• Forth	
  Place:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $200	
  
• Fifth	
  Place:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $100	
  
• 10-­‐	
  $75	
  	
  
• 7-­‐	
  	
  	
  $50	
  

Total	
  Payout	
  of	
  $3000	
  

Make	
  sure	
  you	
  save	
  the	
  date	
  February	
  19th,	
  2022	
  Poker	
  Run	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

SUMPTER VINTAGE 
OVAL RACE ACTION!

March 12-13
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Did you know that you must have a valid driver’s license or snowmobile safety card 
to operate a snowmobile in Oregon?  OSSA offers snowmobile safety classes for all 
ages, even kids as young as 7 years old.    See: www.oregonsnow.org/contact/safety-
training/  Snowmobile safety starts before you go up to the mountain.   

Are you totally prepared?  Here’s a partial list of items to consider carrying: 
Shovel, hand saw, water, protein bar, 2 way radio, SPOT unit, cell phone with spare 
battery, maps, first aid kit, matches, fire starter, extra socks, extra gloves, emergency 
blanket, whistle, tampons, compass, mirror, zip ties, duct tape, Leatherman tool pliers.

For more safety tips go to: www.snowmobile-ed.com 
Avalanche Training:  www.nwac.us Snowmobile Safety

Backcountry must have items:
Shovel, Avalanche Probe, 
Avalanche Beacon, 
Avalanche Backpack

Tow Strap
Snowbunje allows you to tow a 
snowmobile without 2 riders 
(available at most snowmobile 
dealers).
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//www.snowmobilers.org/events-for-snowmobilers.aspx

We invite you to post your event photos and videos highlighting your ride activities on our 
Facebook page: www.Facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling .  Share your fun. 
 
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you and your friends out on the trails.  THINK SNOW!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ed Klim 
 
Ed Klim 
President ISMA 
 
 
 
 

   International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association    
1640 Haslett Road, Suite 170 * Haslett, Mi 48840 * 

 (517) 339-7788 phone * (517) 339-7798 fax 
www.snowmobile.org * www.gosnowmobiling.org * 

www.facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling 

 

Information Sheet on Take a Friend Snowmobiling 
Campaign  

 
Dear Snowmobile Clubs and Associations, 
 
The members of the International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association (Arctic Cat, Bombardier 
Recreational Products, Polaris, and Yamaha) join the organized snowmobile community in 
announcing the Take a Friend Snowmobiling Campaign for 2022.   State and provincial 
snowmobile association members of the American Council of Snowmobile Association (ACSA) and 
the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO) are encouraged to sponsor Take a 
Friend Snowmobiling activities throughout their states and provinces.  Events can be held any 
time between December 1, 2021 and March 31, 2022 with special emphasis on events during 
Take a Friend Snowmobiling Week which will be February 12-21, 2022. 
 
The campaign was created to support all snowmobile associations of ACSA and CCSO and their 
clubs to enhance and expand their partnership with local Chambers of Commerce, Visitor and 
Convention Bureaus, snowmobile dealers, and other businesses related to the snowmobiling 
community.  The benefits for your state association could mean such things as more trail signs, 
groomers, and enhancements for trails in your state, with the biggest benefit of all ~ introducing 
your non-snowmobiling friends to your favorite winter activity.  All clubs are encouraged to 
participate in the campaign and partner with local media, radio stations, television stations, etc in 
promoting your Take a Friend Snowmobiling event and your club activities. 
 
Extensive research has shown that a vast majority of non-snowmobilers who live in the snow-belt 
are very interested in snowmobiling.  When asked to rate their interest on a scale of 1 to 10 (10 
being the highest level of interest) non-snowmobilers rate their interest at 9! 
 
Research has also shown us that most individuals that live in the snow-belt see snowmobiling as a 
great way to: 
 

a. Enjoy the scenery 
b. Get outdoors and have fun with family and friends 
c. Go to unique places and see amazing sights 
d. Have fun in the winter outdoors and be able to go home tired and ready for a good 

night’s sleep. 
 
 
The Take a Friend Snowmobiling campaign is promoted by the manufacturers who encourage all 
snowmobilers to take their non-snowmobiling friends out snowmobiling to enjoy the winter. 
 
We hope your club and association will participate in a Take a Friend Snowmobiling event.  Talk 
with neighboring clubs to participate as well.  Let your association office know about your plans.  
The events should increase the profile of your club and attract new support and members.   
 
If you would like additional information, please visit www.gosnowmobiling.org web site.   
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Finally,	
  winter	
  has	
  come	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Ochoco’s!	
  	
  As	
  with	
  many	
  clubs	
  in	
  the	
  Blue	
  Mountains,	
  we’ve	
  went	
  
from	
  a	
  5”	
  base	
  in	
  early	
  December	
  to	
  30+”	
  in	
  one	
  storm.	
  	
  Our	
  members	
  will	
  once	
  again	
  enjoy	
  the	
  world	
  
class	
  scenery	
  and	
  riding	
  experiences	
  that	
  our	
  mountains	
  provide	
  us.	
  	
  There’s	
  nothing	
  like	
  riding	
  to	
  the	
  
top	
  of	
  Mt.	
  Pisgah	
  on	
  a	
  clear	
  day	
  to	
  tell	
  each	
  other	
  how	
  great	
  we	
  are.	
  	
  The	
  warming	
  shelters	
  at	
  Indian	
  
Prairie	
  and	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  are	
  full	
  of	
  firewood	
  so	
  bring	
  your	
  family	
  out	
  and	
  enjoy	
  the	
  winter	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  
of	
  us!	
  	
  	
  

It	
  was	
  also	
  great	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  Gresham	
  crew	
  back	
  at	
  our	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  with	
  their	
  motorhomes	
  
and	
  sleds	
  for	
  New	
  Years!	
  	
  New	
  Year’s	
  Day	
  saw	
  our	
  parking	
  lot	
  at	
  its	
  maximum	
  capacity	
  which	
  just	
  
reminds	
  us	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  up	
  the	
  hill	
  early	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  park.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Our	
  Grooming	
  Crew	
  continues	
  to	
  set	
  the	
  bar	
  high!	
  	
  Richard	
  Colman	
  and	
  Sam	
  Shawe	
  our	
  grooming	
  
chairman	
  and	
  their	
  crew	
  keep	
  our	
  trails	
  in	
  great	
  shape	
  even	
  through	
  all	
  the	
  hostile	
  conditions	
  we	
  had	
  
over	
  the	
  holidays.	
  	
  Oh,	
  and	
  heal	
  up	
  from	
  those	
  knee	
  surgery’s	
  Richard	
  we	
  need	
  you	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  saddle	
  
next	
  year.	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  road	
  to	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  is	
  always	
  a	
  challenge,	
  especially	
  from	
  the	
  Ahalt	
  Creek	
  junction	
  to	
  the	
  
park.	
  	
  Be	
  prepared	
  with	
  chains,	
  recovery	
  equipment,	
  and	
  MRE’s	
  as	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  a	
  long	
  day	
  if	
  you	
  get	
  
jacked-­‐up	
  on	
  your	
  assent	
  to	
  the	
  park.	
  	
  We	
  recommend	
  going	
  to	
  the	
  Divide	
  Snow	
  Park	
  on	
  HWY	
  26	
  just	
  
east	
  of	
  the	
  Bandit	
  Spring	
  Rest	
  Area	
  as	
  a	
  counter	
  measure	
  to	
  Walton.	
  	
  	
  The	
  trails	
  are	
  groomed	
  to	
  Walton	
  
Snow	
  Park	
  from	
  there.	
  	
  	
  

Next	
  club	
  events:	
  

January	
  29th:	
  	
  Club	
  Ride,	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  members,	
  with	
  a	
  chili	
  feed	
  pot	
  luck	
  planned	
  for	
  either	
  Indian	
  
Prairie	
  Warming	
  Shelter	
  or	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park.	
  	
  Check	
  our	
  FACEBOOK	
  page	
  for	
  updates	
  and	
  fake	
  
news…	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

January	
  30th:	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  tentatively	
  scheduled	
  avalanche	
  training	
  working	
  with	
  our	
  
transceivers	
  and	
  gear	
  practicing	
  techniques!	
  	
  Time	
  to	
  be	
  determined	
  so	
  watch	
  our	
  Facebook	
  page	
  for	
  
more	
  info	
  and	
  more	
  fake	
  news…	
  	
  	
  

Be	
  well	
  everyone,	
  	
  

Jack	
  Thumb	
  	
  



	
  

	
  

	
  

Finally,	
  winter	
  has	
  come	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Ochoco’s!	
  	
  As	
  with	
  many	
  clubs	
  in	
  the	
  Blue	
  Mountains,	
  we’ve	
  went	
  
from	
  a	
  5”	
  base	
  in	
  early	
  December	
  to	
  30+”	
  in	
  one	
  storm.	
  	
  Our	
  members	
  will	
  once	
  again	
  enjoy	
  the	
  world	
  
class	
  scenery	
  and	
  riding	
  experiences	
  that	
  our	
  mountains	
  provide	
  us.	
  	
  There’s	
  nothing	
  like	
  riding	
  to	
  the	
  
top	
  of	
  Mt.	
  Pisgah	
  on	
  a	
  clear	
  day	
  to	
  tell	
  each	
  other	
  how	
  great	
  we	
  are.	
  	
  The	
  warming	
  shelters	
  at	
  Indian	
  
Prairie	
  and	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  are	
  full	
  of	
  firewood	
  so	
  bring	
  your	
  family	
  out	
  and	
  enjoy	
  the	
  winter	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  
of	
  us!	
  	
  	
  

It	
  was	
  also	
  great	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  Gresham	
  crew	
  back	
  at	
  our	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  with	
  their	
  motorhomes	
  
and	
  sleds	
  for	
  New	
  Years!	
  	
  New	
  Year’s	
  Day	
  saw	
  our	
  parking	
  lot	
  at	
  its	
  maximum	
  capacity	
  which	
  just	
  
reminds	
  us	
  to	
  get	
  to	
  up	
  the	
  hill	
  early	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  park.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Our	
  Grooming	
  Crew	
  continues	
  to	
  set	
  the	
  bar	
  high!	
  	
  Richard	
  Colman	
  and	
  Sam	
  Shawe	
  our	
  grooming	
  
chairman	
  and	
  their	
  crew	
  keep	
  our	
  trails	
  in	
  great	
  shape	
  even	
  through	
  all	
  the	
  hostile	
  conditions	
  we	
  had	
  
over	
  the	
  holidays.	
  	
  Oh,	
  and	
  heal	
  up	
  from	
  those	
  knee	
  surgery’s	
  Richard	
  we	
  need	
  you	
  back	
  in	
  the	
  saddle	
  
next	
  year.	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  road	
  to	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  is	
  always	
  a	
  challenge,	
  especially	
  from	
  the	
  Ahalt	
  Creek	
  junction	
  to	
  the	
  
park.	
  	
  Be	
  prepared	
  with	
  chains,	
  recovery	
  equipment,	
  and	
  MRE’s	
  as	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  a	
  long	
  day	
  if	
  you	
  get	
  
jacked-­‐up	
  on	
  your	
  assent	
  to	
  the	
  park.	
  	
  We	
  recommend	
  going	
  to	
  the	
  Divide	
  Snow	
  Park	
  on	
  HWY	
  26	
  just	
  
east	
  of	
  the	
  Bandit	
  Spring	
  Rest	
  Area	
  as	
  a	
  counter	
  measure	
  to	
  Walton.	
  	
  	
  The	
  trails	
  are	
  groomed	
  to	
  Walton	
  
Snow	
  Park	
  from	
  there.	
  	
  	
  

Next	
  club	
  events:	
  

January	
  29th:	
  	
  Club	
  Ride,	
  sponsored	
  by	
  the	
  members,	
  with	
  a	
  chili	
  feed	
  pot	
  luck	
  planned	
  for	
  either	
  Indian	
  
Prairie	
  Warming	
  Shelter	
  or	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park.	
  	
  Check	
  our	
  FACEBOOK	
  page	
  for	
  updates	
  and	
  fake	
  
news…	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

January	
  30th:	
  Walton	
  Lake	
  Snow	
  Park	
  tentatively	
  scheduled	
  avalanche	
  training	
  working	
  with	
  our	
  
transceivers	
  and	
  gear	
  practicing	
  techniques!	
  	
  Time	
  to	
  be	
  determined	
  so	
  watch	
  our	
  Facebook	
  page	
  for	
  
more	
  info	
  and	
  more	
  fake	
  news…	
  	
  	
  

Be	
  well	
  everyone,	
  	
  

Jack	
  Thumb	
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We got a good amount of snow in December and the PistenBully has been out 8 times now. Fuel 
consumption has been really poor (about ½ a mile per gallon) due to the deep snow. The fuel 
consumption does improve dramatically once we get on trails that have already been groomed. 
This will make for a great base of snow, and now we just need to see more snow on top of it. 

We would like to get a huge thank you out to Andre Ducharme, who has volunteered to keep the 
Bombardier groomer at his house. Andre’s driveway is right at the end of the snowmobile trail 
south of Hyatt Lake. From there we can access Howard Prairie, which we hope will happen in 
the next 1-2 weeks. Andre has been running the groomer and also got all of the pre-season 
maintenance completed. Thank you, Andre! 

We are very pleased to report that with the help of the OSSA, our groomer shed doors have now 
been replaced with insulated doors that fit properly. This is keeping the building much warmer. 
President Riblett and OSSA president Dennis Jordan were able to meet with a property owner to 
gain access to groom the Hyatt Lake area. The OSSA purchased 10 signs, and with the help of 
the BLM, will be putting the signs up on both sides of the trail as it passes through the private 
property to remind riders to stay on the trail. We will also be putting up snow poles along the ½ 
mile section of trail, and we will plan a work party in the spring to walk the trail to ensure that no 
trash was left on the property. Please be respectful and stay on the trail through this area, as we 
do not want to loose access to these trails. 

We are very pleased to report that our club reached 107 family memberships by the end of the 
season last year. We are continuing to see progress with 98 paid memberships as of January 10th. 
If you have not already renewed your membership, please do so. You can renew online through 
the OSSA (oregonsnow.org), or you can stop by Dave’s Motorsports and pay Monica directly.  

Riders from the Klamath Basin Snowdrifters and the Chiloquin Ridge Riders will be working 
together to guide rides on Thursday, January 13th at the OSSA convention. We hear they are 
expecting close to 70 riders that day, and the plan is to break into smaller groups and head in 
different directions. All of the riders will meet back at Claude Lewis Snopark for food provided 
by Diamond Lake Resort. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to be ride leaders and 
sweepers. 

Our next club ride is the Steak Feed on Saturday, January 29th at Annie Creek Snopark. We will 
meet at the snopark a 9 a.m. and start riding shortly after. We will plan to have all riders back to 
the snopark at 3 p.m. for a steak dinner. The club will be providing the meal, which is free to 
club members. Non-club members can purchase a meal for $15 per person as long as there are 
steaks left. We need to get a head count to Monica by Thursday, January 20th so that she can 
order steaks from Howard’s Meat Center. Please make sure you register for this event through 
Growthzone to make sure you have a steak waiting for you. 

Our next club meeting will be Tuesday, February 8th. We will meet at 6 p.m. for dinner, and the 
meeting will start at 7 p.m. We will update everyone via email and Facebook once we secure a 
location. 

Please keep an eye on our website (www.kbsnowdrifters.org) and our Facebook page for the 
most updated information on club events, pictures, and the grooming report.  

Thank you for your support, Thomas Bentley - Vice President KBSD 



WASHINGTON SNOWMOBILERS 
RESCUED NEAR FISH LAKE
On December 26th, 2021 at approximately 5:28 p.m., Sheriff Ash received a call from Brandon Christensen out of Washington State 
who said that he reached out to the Wallowa Avalanche Center regarding lost snowmobilers and was given his number. He told 
Sheriff Ash that a group of his friends had been snowmobiling and were lost in the Fish Lake Area. The lost subjects sent the caller a 
map with their coordinates using cellular devices. These coordinates showed the subjects to be in the Catherine Creek Area. 

At approximately 5:43 p.m., Baker County Sheriff ’s Office Dispatch received an SOS alert from a Garmin satellite device. Garmin 
representatives relayed information that several snowmobilers, including one with a medical condition, were lost. Coordinates from 
the device were in the Fish Lake Area near Halfway. It was determined this was the same group the caller contacted Sheriff Ash 
about. Brandon had intermittent phone contact with one of the lost members and they were directed to stop and wait for help to ar-
rive.

Sheriff Ash contacted Duane Miles with the Panhandle Snowmobile Club for assistance and responded to Halfway. Family 
members of the lost subjects, who were from Washington State, relayed there were five snowmobilers that were lost. The lost indi-
viduals were approximately 1.5 miles west of Fish Lake.

At approximately 9:10 p.m., members of the Panhandle Snowmobile Club located the subjects, identified as: John Rasmussen 
(Kennewick, WA), Alan Townsend (Burbank, WA), Mike Kelly (Burbank, WA), Steve Paget (Burbank, WA), and Jon Mecham (Ken-
newick, WA). All were cold and tired, but in good condition. The group had become lost when darkness, fog, wind and snow moved 
into the area and covered their tracks.  They were unable to use GPS to locate the trail and could not find their way back to the Clear 
Creek Sno-Park. The group was located approximately 9 miles from Clear Creek Sno-Park. 

The Baker County Sheriff ’s Office 
would like to thank 

the following members of the Panhandle Snowmobile Club for their response: 

Dusty Traw,   Ray Denig,   Kyle Bennett,   Josh Sevier,   Kyle Dennis,   Chad Delcurto,  

Tucker Gulick,  Kelly Grisham,   Shane Denig. 

Even the most experienced recreationists may find themselves in a situation where they need assistance. If you are an outdoor enthusiast, 

we encourage you to carry a satellite safety device. In this particular rescue, the cellular phone coordinates showed the sub-

jects to be in the Catherine Creek area. Had the subjects not been carrying a satellite device, they would not have been res-

cued that evening as searchers would have responded to the wrong location. These devices are extremely helpful for first respond-
ers and may ultimately save your life.
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La Grande 
Sno Drifters 
Snowmobile Club

We wanted like to brag about our sister Snowmobile Club, 

The Panhandle Snowmobile Club.

This is a great story and showed how the Baker County Sheriff utilized 

OSSA’s Halfway, Oregon club, The Panhandle Snowmobile 

Club.  Such a wonderful relationship between the grooming 

program with that club, District 7 Membership Director Duane 

Miles and the Sheriff’s Dept.

Report Submitted by 
The La Grande Sno Drifters

PRESS 

RELEASE: 
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Grooming to Twin Lakes

Snow pole at Fish Lake



NEWS	
  FROM	
  PANHANDLE	
  SNOWMOBILE	
  CLUB	
  FOR	
  JANUARY	
  	
  YEA!	
  	
  The	
  snow	
  is	
  piling	
  up.	
  We	
  had	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  fine	
  fluffy	
  snow,	
  but	
  now	
  it’s	
  a	
  much	
  wetter	
  snow.	
  	
  Please	
  be	
  careful	
  up	
  on	
  the	
  mountains.	
  	
  Three	
  weeks	
  ago	
  there	
  was	
  7	
  feet	
  at	
  the	
  Fish	
  Lake	
  marker.	
  	
  I	
  haven’t	
  had	
  a	
  report,	
  but	
  know	
  it	
  must	
  be	
  close	
  to	
  9	
  ft.	
  now.	
  	
  The	
  groomers	
  are	
  working	
  hard.	
  	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  commend	
  the	
  following	
  members	
  for	
  their	
  successful	
  efforts	
  to	
  locate	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  lost	
  snowmobilers	
  up	
  past	
  Fish	
  Lake	
  and	
  lead	
  them	
  out	
  safely:	
  	
  Dusty	
  Traw,	
  Ray	
  Denig,	
  Kyle	
  Bennett,	
  Josh	
  Sevier,	
  Kyle	
  Dennis,	
  Chad	
  Delcurto,	
  Tucker	
  Gulick,	
  Kelly	
  Grisham	
  and	
  Shane	
  Denig.	
  	
  Great	
  job	
  guys!	
  	
  Our	
  annual	
  Poker	
  Run	
  is	
  just	
  over	
  six	
  weeks	
  away.	
  	
  We	
  hope	
  you	
  all	
  can	
  join	
  us	
  for	
  our	
  Poker	
  Run	
  and	
  Raffle	
  on	
  February	
  20th.	
  	
  Get	
  your	
  reservations	
  at	
  the	
  Motel,	
  Lodges	
  and	
  ABNBs.	
  	
  You	
  must	
  have	
  a	
  SnoPark	
  Permit.	
  	
  You	
  can	
  buy	
  online	
  or	
  if	
  you	
  just	
  want	
  a	
  one-­‐day	
  or	
  three	
  day	
  check	
  the	
  Oregon	
  DMV.	
  	
  If	
  you	
  can’t	
  get	
  a	
  1-­‐3	
  day,	
  let	
  us	
  know	
  and	
  we	
  will	
  try	
  to	
  have	
  some	
  available	
  for	
  purchase.	
  	
  The	
  Halfway	
  Motel	
  usually	
  has	
  them,	
  but	
  runs	
  out	
  sometimes	
  so	
  please	
  reach	
  out	
  ahead	
  of	
  time.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  Baker	
  City	
  to	
  buy	
  them.	
  	
  Check	
  our	
  Facebook	
  page:	
  	
  	
  Panhandle	
  Snowmobile	
  Club.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  up	
  and	
  running.	
  	
  The	
  club	
  schedule:	
  	
  Feb	
  8	
  meeting:	
  potluck	
  at	
  6:30	
  and	
  meeting	
  at	
  7	
  pm	
  	
  FEBRUARY	
  20:	
  ANNUAL	
  POKER	
  RUN/RAFFLE	
  	
  Mar	
  8	
  meeting:	
  potluck	
  at	
  6:30	
  and	
  meeting	
  at	
  7	
  pm	
  	
  April	
  12	
  meeting:	
  	
  potluck	
  at	
  6:30	
  and	
  meeting	
  at	
  7	
  pm	
  	
  	
  Submitted	
  by	
  Mary	
  Herold,	
  Sec./Treasurer	
  
All our meetings are on the second Tuesday of the month 
and start with a potluck at 6:30 pm and the meeting at 7 pm.

NEWS FROM THE PANHANDLE SNOWMOBILE CLUB
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Panhandle Snowmobile Club
48090 Cornucopia Hwy
Halfway, OR  97834

The Club Schedule:
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The snow has arrived and like 
most everywhere else we have 
lots of it. 

The pictures are of Paulina Creek and from 
the top of Paulina Peak. The views from 
Paulina Peak are amazing but definitely 
should be experienced in person. Thank 
you to Terance & Melanie Hamrick for the 
pictures. 

Groomers have been out keeping up 
with the snow and keeping the trails 
groomed for our riding pleasure. Please 
when you see the groomers out working stop and thank 
them for their hard work.  All groomers volunteer their 
time to keep the trails groomed. 

Lodgepole Dodgers will be having its 
annual Poker Run on Saturday Feb. 5, 

2022 8am – 2pm.   This event will be held at 
the Paulina Lake 10 mile sno-park warming shelter.  This 
is always a fun event. Come join us and get a chance to 
win some cash or prizes. If you are traveling from out of 
the area for the event, the La Pine Best Western New-
berry Station is offering a special rate for snowmobilers. 
January - March the Best Western will be offering a single 
room rate of $85 plus tax per night any night of the week. 

The Trans -Montana snowmobile 

charity ride is February 5-11, 2022. 
This ride goes from one end of Montana to the other. Pro-
ceeds from this ride go to benefit the Montana chapter of 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness. Lodgepole Dodg-
ers member Adam Lochmann will be attending this ride 
and representing Lodgepole Dodgers. 

Lodgepole Dodgers next general 
meeting will be January 25, 2022  7pm 
at the La Pine Moose Lodge. Our next 
scheduled club ride is Saturday January 22, 2022 10am. If 
anyone would like to join us on our ride we meet in front 
of the warming shelter at Paulina Lake 10 mile sno-park.

Photography by: Terance & Melanie Hamrick

Photography by: Terance & Melanie Hamrick
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Photography by: Terance & Melanie Hamrick

La Pine Lodgepole Dodgers 

2022 Calendar of Events

Saturday February 5, 2022
Poke Run @ Paulina Lake 8am-2pm

Saturday February 19, 2022
Club Ride @ Crescent Lake 10am 
(crescent lake to diamond lake)

Tuesday February 22, 2022
 General Meeting @ La Pine Moose Lodge 7pm

Saturday March 5, 2022
Club Ride @ Three Creek Lake Road (Sisters) 10am

Saturday March 19, 2022
Club Ride @ Paulina Lake 10am 

Tuesday March 22, 2022
 General Meeting @ La Pine Moose Lodge 7pm

*All rides are subject to change. 
We will also be having club rides 
every Tuesday @ Paulina Lake

*Please follow Lodgepole Dodgers Snowmobile Club 
on Facebook for any updates.

*You do not need to be a member to 

attend a general meeting or a club ride.
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Photography by: Terance & Melanie Hamrick
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Hello 

Oregon Snowmobilers! 
We wanted to share with you some important dates 
for this season so you can join us for meetings, on 
the snow, and for activities that will be happening!

Feb 3rd - Regular meeting

Feb 12th - Family ride

Feb 26th - Club ride 

March 4th - Poker Run 
dinner set up/meeting

March 5th - Annual Poker Run

March 12th - Family ride

April 1st - Regular meeting
-election officers 

April 9th - End of season BBQ and 
play day at Anthony Lakes. 

Groomers are needed and so appreciated. We 

are also still looking for donations for our annual 

Poker Run March 5th, if you have something you 

would like to donate for the raffle or silent auction 

please call Amber 541-786-4412.

Our website is up to date! 

www.LaGrandeSnoDrifters.com, if you have 

pictures that you would like to share please 

email them to lgsnodrifters@gmail.com and we 

can put them on the website for everyone to see!

We thank those members who have been attending 

the meetings and look forward to seeing the rest of 

you at our upcoming meetings and activities.

La Grande 
Sno Drifters 
Snowmobile Club

2021-2022 Club Events/Rides

*Club Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of every month 

from September-April at 7:00pm at Pietro’s Pizza, 

1637 Hawthorne Ave NE, Salem, OR 97301**

February 18-23 –Club Trip at Togwotee, WY

February 12th – Valentines Club Ride at Ray Benson Sno Park 

February 19th – Club Ride at Ray Benson Sno Park 

February 26th – Club Ride at Paulina Lake 

March 11-14 – Club Trip, location TBD

March 26th – Club Playday at Ray Benson Sno Park 

Jun-Aug TBD - Annual Summer Picnic, exact Date and Location TBD

Note:  Be sure to check Facebook or MJSC Website
(www.mtjefferson.org)  for any changes to the schedule.
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Oregon Snowmobile Law says:

ORS 821.150 drivers license or permit required. Class D Fine up to $250

We can CERTIFY kids 16 and under 

without a driver's license.

The OSSA Safety Program
Below is a list of current state approved snowmobile safety trainers.  
Please contact your local trainer to get your kids 16 or younger without a drivers license 
trained and obtain their snowmobile safety certificate now.

NAME                LOCATION      PHONE                             EMAIL

TJ Reilly       Portland           503-804-2075        treilly@oregonsnow.org

Brent Younker  Boring  Or         503-695-2911     b_totalrental@yahoo.com

Randy James   Enterprise         541-426-3854

Dennis Jordan   Eagle Point       541-826-6326   Djordan@oregonsnow.org

Lyle Klenski     John Day          541-620-1324

David Miller     Klamath Falls     541-884-2423   DavesATVrepair@gmail.com

Glenn Shirek    Roseburg          541-673-3787

John Vogel      Hood River       541-386-5584              Jvogel@oregonsnow.org

Maria Sammons   Salem        503-569-5552        cm97383@gmail.com

Are you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobilingAre you New to snowmobiling

Do you want to learn how to ride SafelyDo you want to learn how to ride SafelyDo you want to learn how to ride Safely

Do you want your kids under age Do you want your kids under age Do you want your kids under age 
16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally16 to be able to ride Legally
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Ask most anyone involved with the creation 
and maintenance of snowmobile trails on 
private land and they will tell you the biggest 
threat to our interconnected trail system is 
trespassing. Snowmobile riders, more and 
more each year, venture off the groomed 
path in places where it is strictly forbidden. 
Like, illegal. Those who create the trails sim-
ply do not understand why there is such dis-
regard, such disrespect, and such a casual 
attitude towards protecting and preserving 
what we have worked so hard to create over 
the past 50 years. It escapes common sense 
and logic.  

I’ve been working on this issue for several 
years now. Thought it would be an easy sub-
ject to tackle, but it is much bigger of an is-
sue	than	I	first	thought.	It	is	actually	a	study	
of human behavior. There are so many rea-
sons we have those who ignore the rules, like 
trespassing. Kind of like risk assessment be-
havior, there are so many rationales. Some 
don’t know it is illegal. Some know but don’t 
care. Some know but don’t think it matters. 
Some	 figure	 there	 are	 no	 consequences.	
Some believe they are entitled. It is all over 
the map. 

An alarming number of snowmobilers just 
do not see the problem. They truly believe 
what they are doing is a victimless crime, 
and therefore not a “real” problem. At least 
until	 they	 come	 back	 and	 find	 that	 trail	 is	
permanently closed. Some are locals, some 
are tourists. Some are young, some are old. 
Some are on trail sleds, some are on back-
country sleds. While we might be able to 
make some generalizations about those 
most likely to be offenders, it is not as clear 
cut as you might think or want it to be. One 
thing is for sure – fresh, untracked snow is 
too great of a temptation from some peo-
ple to resist. Like the comedian Flip Wilson 
used to proclaim, “The Devil made me do 
it!”	is	about	the	only	justification	that	makes	
sense. An inability to resist temptation. This 
alone should scare the hell out of us as a user 
group, as it paints a bleak future, indeed.  

Snowmobiling’s #1 Enemy
People like to ride their sleds in fresh, un-
tracked snow, I get that. We all like doing 
that. But doing it in sight of the groomed 
trail is not the place to do so! Taking your 
sled off into the fresh snow needs to be done 
away from the groomed trail system, but if 
you	don’t	know	how	to	get	there	or	find	that	
opportunity then we have a problem. 

There is no silver bullet when it comes to 
a solution. Trails get closed and re-routed 
when	the	land	owner	finally	gets	fed	up	with	
people ignoring their wishes, trampling their 
crops and disrupting their livestock. The rea-
son is actually irrelevant, as it is up to the 
good will of the land owner to let us route 
a trail on their land. If we can’t appreciate 
what they offer, then we can go to hell. Maybe 
if more of the offending riders had to stand 
there and listen to the landowner throw us 
off their land then they’d start to understand. 
We beg and plead for one more chance, one 
more time, but they’ve been snookered once 
too many already and we are told to pull the 
signs, shut the gates and go elsewhere. Trails 
that have been in place since the 1970s are 
being closed. Fact. Just had one less than a 
mile from where I live. I will never again ride 
that section. If I could catch the hooligan 
that screwed this up I would love to have a 
few words with them. 

What are we to do, give up? Of course not. 
We can do many things, but each action will 
only affect a portion of the root offenders. 
More signs will help some, but not all. More 
map data will help some, but not all. More 
education will help some, but not all. More 
consequences will help some, but not all. 

  First we need to make everyone aware of 
what actions are legal and not legal. (educa-
tion) 

  Next we need to provide accurate data on 
what locations are legal and not legal. (signs, 
maps and screen data)

  Then we need to have consequences for 
violation. No consequences, no change. (en-
forcement)

  Often times it comes down to riders being 
lazy.	They	are	 too	 lazy	 to	figure	out	where	
to go and how to get there. They just see the 
fresh open space next to the trail with no 
tracks and want to be “that guy”. Doesn’t 
matter if there are “Stay on Trail” signs, it’s 
like they don’t read English. Since we know 
they do, we can only conclude it is simple ig-
norance or entitlement. 

Personally I believe the most damaging is the 
entitlement attitude, they do not respect the 
concept of private ownership and property 
rights. Public or private, does not matter to 
them. They truly believe they are entitled to 
use it all, like it should all be under common 

ownership, or communism. Maybe this is the 
scariest part of all. 

Some riders think we, the industry, the trail 
clubs, the state, should show them where 
backcountry riding can be done and how to 
get there. Just hand it to them on a silver 
platter. This also plays into the lazy argu-
ment, they are too lazy to study maps and 
learn the laws, too lazy to do some explor-
ing	and	find	their	own	little	stash	back	in	the	
woods. Anyone who rides out west knows 
this	 is	 part	 of	 the	 thrill,	 finding	 the	 little	
meadows and play areas that nobody else 
has been back into yet. Trust me, it isn’t right 
next to the groomed trail!  

    Bottom line, there is no single solution 
to the problem, simply due to the multiple 
causes and attitudes. Some do not know any 
better. Some know, but do not believe the 
risk is great enough. Some know, but do not 
care. And, some believe it does not apply to 
them, that they are above the law, above the 
need to respect others. This is not a prob-
lem with snowmobilers, but with society as 
a whole, and that is a completely different 
problem. 

Kevin Beilke

Editor – SnowTech Magazine

Republished with permission from SnowTech Magazine Jan/Feb 2022 Issue. 
Article written by: Kevin Beilke, Editor – SnowTech Magazine
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Photos from Gary Olson and Kathy Reedy group 
ride from December.  We dropped off at 
Granite and rode towards Anthony Lake.
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